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Third State of the Union Address by President Calde rón on Public 
Television 
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Mexico City .- Yesterday, in compliance with Article 69 of the Mexican 
Political Constitution, I handed the Honorable Congress of the Union a 
written report on the general state of Public Administration. 

This year has been different, due to various conditions that have 
severely affected the life of our Nation and tested the strength of 
institutions and our society. 

I will now highlight the main actions we have carried out in each of the 
axes we have undertaken for the nation since the beginning of this 
administration. 

Regarding the rule of law and public security: Our aim has been to confirm Mexico as a country of laws and 
institutions and guarantee citizens' public security. During these three years of government, we have seized 
nearly 50,000 weapons and nearly 22,000 vehicles while the amount of drugs we have confiscated would 
suffice to provide all Mexicans between the ages of 15 and 30 with over 80 doses. 

In the past 12 months alone, 1,400 kidnappers have been arrested, over 200 gangs have been dismantled and 
over a thousand kidnap victims have been released. All these results have been possible thanks to the bravery 
of the members of Federal Police, the Federal Attorney's Office and the Armed Forces. These model citizens 
have responded with determination and sometimes their lives to the nation's call to guarantee citizen's safety. 

During this administration, we have also set ourselves the goal of transforming out economy to make it more 
competitive and able to create the jobs we need. But it is also true that during the second half of last year, in 
2008, Mexico began to suffer the effects of the international economic crisis. Indeed, this has been the worst 
economic crisis in decades, but thanks to everyone's efforts, its impact on Mexicans' employment and income 
has been considerably less than that recorded in previous crises. 

Concrete measures taken to protect Mexicans’ jobs include the following: 

The Job Preservation Program: This program protected workers, particularly those in the export industries, 
who were the most severely affected by the fact of our foreign sales. We expanded the Temporary 
Employment Program. Thus, during the first six months of the year, we provided job opportunities for half a 
million Mexicans, whose families would not have had the possibility of an income without these activities. 

Lastly and most importantly, we have continued to promote the largest Infrastructure Program in contemporary 
Mexican history. In less than 3 years, we have invested over 100 billion pesos in highway projects. The 
Administration has also adopted an integral social policy designed to provide equal opportunities for decent 
lives for Mexicans. (cont) 
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Through the Opportunities program, we are already supporting 5,200,000 families, in other words, nearly one 
out of every four Mexican families, with grants and financial support for school supplies, health services and 
food supplements. We have expanded health service coverage to include those that need it most. Nowadays, 
the popular Insurance Scheme protects over 10 million families. Medical Insurance for a New Generation 
provides health services for over 2,200,000 children and their families. 

In conjunction with the local authorities from the Federal District and the State of Mexico, we are rehabilitating 
the infrastructure of the Cutzamala Basin, to reduce the effects of the drought that has caused the severe 
depletion of its dams. With the same conviction, we are working with local governments to provide an 
underlying, sustainable solution to the supply and recycling of water in Mexico City. We are working shoulder 
to shoulder to solve the serious problem of their inhabitants. 

As I said, this has been a particularly difficult year for Mexicans. Once this difficult time is over, the priority must 
be to recover the path of sustainable human development by alleviating poverty, and promoting rapid 
economic growth with justice and job creation. This is a task for all of us and to achieve it, Mexico requires 
unity of purpose and action. 

In order for Mexico to change, those of us with responsibilities entrusted to us by the voters must also change. 
We have an opportunity, now that the Chamber of Deputies has been renewed, together with its leaders. There 
is always an opportunity to re-establish priorities and strategies. And those of us with public responsibilities 
cannot allow the greatness of Mexico, which lies in its people, resources and history, to be frustrated by the 
lack of vision of political stakeholders which prevents us from reaching an agreement on changing and about 
how to change the country. It is time to change and time to make radical changes. That is why I would urge 
Mexicans to use the enormous capacity we have to create a better future. I urge you each to contribute what 
you can.  

Change should contain at least 10 elements: 

The first and main one has to do with the poverty in which over half the population lives, particularly extreme 
poverty, suffered by one in five Mexicans. I propose concentrating the Mexican state’s strength and resources 
into a combined effort to stop the growth of poverty and offset the negative impact of the world food and 
economic crisis on our population with the lowest income. 

Second . Mexico can and must achieve universal health coverage during this administration. Today we have a 
unique opportunity to ensure that there are doctors, medicine and treatment for any Mexican who needs it, 
regardless of his social condition. 

Third . Achieve quality education. An education that will truly promote human beings and prepare our young 
people for a world that competes ferociously and that will enable Mexico to overcome the mass of interests and 
inertia, and use quality education to create a large door to emerge from poverty  

A fourth  point is a profound reform of public finances. We will have to do more with less. That is why Federal 
Government will be the first to set an example. We will do this through an extraordinary effort to achieve 
austerity and rationalization within Public Administration, by arranging priorities on the basis of essential 
expenditure and eliminating all the programs and sectors that do not directly contribute to the objectives I 
mentioned. 

As a fifth  point. We must undertake a profound reform of public firms to eliminate privileges, abolish opacity 
and corruption and orient their performance towards public service through a profound restructuring and 
modernization. (cont) 

Sixth.  A reform of the Telecommunications Sector, because Mexico needs this sector to respond to the needs 
of development, guarantee greater service coverage, the convergence of available technologies and 
competition between stakeholders. Mexico must become a country in which the majority of its inhabitants have 
(cont) 
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access to telephony, the Internet, radio, television and all the telecommunications services, which are triggers 
for development. 

Seventh . Coping with economic adversity would not have been possible without the responsibility of 
stakeholders in the world of work. It is important to suggest a transformation of the sector with the aim of 
facilitating the access of millions of women and young people to the world of work, to economic life and a 
decent income.  

This reform will increase productivity and do so with full respect for trade union autonomy, the right to strike 
and to collective bargaining, and reinforce accountability and workers' rights, the most important one of which 
is the right to find a job. 

Eighth . In government, we will undertake a wide-ranging regulatory reform, a process that will enable us to 
revoke all the agreements, decrees and regulations that are either unclear or not fully justified. 
  
The point is to facilitate citizens’ lives, to simplify all the paperwork done by firms and to bring government 
closer to people's needs. 

Ninth.  We must increase the fight against crime, to ensure citizens' safety. At the same time, we must speed 
up efforts at all levels of government to have an effective police corps system. In this respect, I also urge 
citizens to play a much greater role in crime prevention.  

I am not asking citizens to do the authorities’ work but I do ask for everyday acts of public spiritedness, legality, 
denunciation, occupation of public spaces, promotion of culture, sports, and the prevention and treatment of 
addictions among young people and addictions. There we all have a great deal to do and there is much we can 
do.  

And lastly , the last element on the agenda I propose corresponds to the need to undertake a far-reaching 
political reform. The political reforms that have been carried out in the past two decades have permitted better 
relations between political stakeholders to live and act in democracy and have opened the door to Mexico's 
democratic life. 

But they have yet to translate into solving citizens' problems or guaranteeing better governments. That is why 
we must undertake a new generation of Political Reforms.  

Let’s face it. Citizens are dissatisfied with political representation and perceive an enormous gap between their 
needs and the behavior of their leaders, representatives and politicians. 

I propose another review of electoral rules to enable citizens to regard the elections as an effective instrument 
of democratic participation, and for politics to be synonymous with citizenship. 

We must shift from effective suffrage to effective democracy. I propose that we all check the rules and change 
what has to be changed so that politics is no longer synonymous with conflict and paralysis, so that politics 
becomes an instrument of change at the service of society. 

We are facing a defining moment. It is in our hands to decide whether we continue with inertia or whether we 
promote wide-ranging changes to transform the country. 

Let us be the generation that put Mexico's interest above any other particular interest. Let us be a generation 
on a par with our history and desires and lead Mexico into the future. 

It is time to change. 

Viva Mexico! 

 



The 2nd Meeting of Consular Officials in charge of Protection in North 
America ends 

Saturday, August 29, 2009 | Secretariat of Foreign Affairs 

·  Protecting Mexicans abroad is one of President Felipe Calderón’s 
foreign policy priorities, says the Foreign Secretary. 

Mexico City.-  The Foreign Ministry held a meeting for consular officials in 
charge of protection in Mexico’s 56 consulates in the United States and 
Canada and for officials from the Foreign Ministry’s 16 delegation offices 
outside of Mexico City. 

During the meeting, it was stressed that protecting Mexicans abroad is one 
of President Felipe Calderón’s foreign policy priorities. Those responsible for providing direct consular 
assistance to Mexicans in North America had the opportunity to exchange experiences and impressions with 
officials from the Foreign Ministry and other federal agencies involved in consular protection. 

With the assistance of the International Organization for Migration, the first segment of the meeting addressed 
the issue of trafficking in persons. In addition, various working groups discussed issues such as the treatment 
of migrant children; consular protection in Canada; protecting Mexicans who have been detained; repatriating 
vulnerable individuals and innovative formulas for improving services for Mexican citizens. 

The consuls acknowledged the difficult environment faced by Mexican migrants in North America and, at the 
same time, the political will of the current administration in the United States to carry out migratory reforms to 
their legislation. They also stressed the interest and commitment shown by the U.S. government in cooperating 
with Mexico in protecting the job rights of Mexican citizens. During the meeting, Foreign Secretary Patricia 
Espinosa spoke with the 75 participating officials. She recognized the work of those who “are the Mexican 
government’s first contact with Mexicans who need help outside of our borders.” 

The Foreign Secretary repeated the need to continue their daily work of protecting our fellow citizens abroad 
with a spirit of commitment and service, saying that “it is a basic component of our foreign policy, and is 
probably the component with the most visible and immediate human dimension.” 

 
Mexico´s Secretary of the Interior participates at San Diego Regional Chamber of 

Commerce Event   

San Diego.-  Fernando Gómez Mont, Mexico´s Secretary of the Interior, 
participated last week as key note speaker at the Ninth Annual International 
Tribute hosted by the Mexico Business Center of the San Diego Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. Secretary Gómez-Mont said that Mexico is 
working hard to solve the security issues that affect some parts of the 
country. He noted that the incarceration of leaders of organized crime 
networks, the reform to the judicial system and the professionalization of 
police agencies are important achievements in Mexico´s fight for security.  
He also emphasized that Mexico and the U.S. are strengthening their 
collaboration to have a safer, more competitive border region. 

In reference to the relationship between California and Baja California, Secretary Gómez-Mont stated that both 
states comprise “one of the most competitive regions in the world” and that in spite of current economic 
difficulties they will have opportunities for progress. 

 The program included the presentation of awards to Baja California Governor Jose Guadalupe Osuna Millan 
(Special Leadership); Museo Interactivo El Trompo in Tijuana and the New Children´s  Museum  in San Diego 
(Outstanding Cultural Achievement); Fundación Internacional de la Comunidad (Distinguished Service) and 
Richard Kiy (San Diego/Tijuana Citizen of the Year). Secretary Gómez-Mont also received a special 
recognition. 



 

Mexican Consulates Begin a Week Dedicated to Labor Rights 
Tuesday, September 1, 2009 | Secretariat of Foreign  Affairs  

Mexico City.  -The Foreign Ministry reports that from August 31 to September 4, 14 
Mexican consulates will dedicate the week to labor rights. This is the first time that the 
consulates in 14 U.S. cities will have a coordinated program of presentations, workshops 
and consultations on the rights of Mexican workers in the United States. 

The goal of dedicating a week to labor rights is to improve the visibility of the work done 
to protect the job rights of Mexicans that is done daily in Mexico’s consulates in the 
United States.  

The week’s activities will focus on improving the understanding of workers’ rights; how to 
present a complaint to the OSHA offices; the right to a safe workplace; workers’ compensation; the right to a 
minimum wage and overtime; the right of nondiscrimination and the right to collective action. Mexican consular 
officials will participate, as will various unions, nongovernmental organizations, and state and federal offices 
that address labor issues in the United States. 

Some of the events will include: national openness in Los Angeles with the participation of Hilda Solís, the U.S. 
Labor Secretary; the creation of a call center in Dallas to answer questions on job rights; the presentation of 
the new Employment Booth with the participation of Joe Hansen, the international president of the United Food 
and Commercial Workers (UFCW); a presentation in New York of the movie “Salt of the Earth” to raise 
awareness of job rights; and a Community Fair in Phoenix, among other events. 

The cities participating in this first Job Rights Week are: Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Fresno, Houston, Los 
Angeles, New York, Phoenix, Sacramento, Salt Lake City, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose and 
Washington, D.C. 

Labor Rights Week is a new initiative that is part of the Foreign Ministry-Labor Department Cooperation 
Agreement that has existed since 2005.��

 
Opening Ceremony and Press Conference of Labor Righ ts Week in San Diego 

(Semana de Derechos Laborales ) was held at the Mexican Consulate  
 
San Diego, Ca.-  The Mexican Consulate in San Diego held the opening 
ceremony for Labor Rights Week on Monday, where representatives from the 
Consulate, faith communities, government agencies, legal experts, immigrant 
advocates, the UFCW, other labor unions and community organizations will be 
working in collaboration to ensure that workers have information on national, 
state and local labor laws and protections throughout the week.  
 
Consul General Remedios Gomez Arnau said the Labor Rights Week was 
particularly needed due to the fact that many cases of labor laws violations are 

not reported by affected workers for fear and lack of information about available 
resources for support. 
 
Semana Laboral  is an outreach and education program-  providing labor, 
immigration and human rights information through a week-long, multi-media 
campaign. Semana Laboral is an important opportunity to acknowledge and 
celebrate the contribution of Mexican workers in the United States. This 
collaborative project is designed to tap the experience, resources and expertise of 
labor, government and community partners in communities within San Diego.  
 



Beyond the Border International Contemporary Art Fa ir featured 
artwork from Mexican Galleries 

 
San Diego.-  The Consul General of 
Mexico in San Diego, Remedios 
Gómez Arnau, attended on 
Wednesday the opening of  San 
Diego’s Beyond the Border 
International Contemporary Art Fair, 
a 3-day contemporary art fair 
including art from national and 
international galleries featuring over 
500 works  by established and 
emerging artists from all over the 

world. The works have been selected by an honored committee of art leaders from this region.  
 
Consul Gomez Arnau visited the sections showcasing artwork from Mexican galleries established in Mexico 
City and Tijuana, Baja California.  The participation of Mexican galleries in the event was coordinated through 
the Cultural Promotion office of the Consulate of Mexico in San Diego. 
 
The general exhibit showcases over $4 million  in artwork coupled with sponsors such as Maserati, Modern 
Luxury Media, Qualcomm, and many others. The anticipated attendance is of over 3,000 new and established 
collectors over the three days. The public is invited to attend the event, which marks the first time these 
national and international galleries with investment grade-art will be presented in San Diego.  
 
Beyond the Border International Contemporary Art Fair will be the first of its kind in San Diego and is being 
held at San Diego’s newest luxury resort, The Grand Del Mar.  

 
 
 
Beyond the Border International Contemporary Art Fair featured artwork from Mexican galleries in Mexico City and 
Tijuana, Baja California 
 
Participating Mexican Galleries : 
 

·  KBK ARTE CONTEMPORARIO 
·  LA CAJA GALERIA  
·  ARTE 256 
·  CAJA BLANCA 
·  LA REFACCIONARIA, GALERIA 

Contact info : Tel: 858.254.3031     Fax: 858.876.1699     E-mail: info@beyondtheborder-art.com 
 
 
For additional information, please go to the following website: www.beyondtheborder-art.com 
 



 

65 Mexican Companies participated in  Expo Comida L atina 2009 
 

San Diego.-  The participation of 65 Mexican companies was a central element of 
the Expo Comida Latina 2009, the only industry trade event focused on the 
Hispanic retail and foodservice markets that took place on August 30-September 
1 at the San Diego Convention Center.   
 
Remedios Gómez Arnau, Consul General of Mexico in San Diego; Mario Juarez, 
Trade Representative of the ProMéxico Los Angeles office, and Hector Cortes, 
Representative of the Office of the Secretariat of Agriculture in Washington, D.C., 
participated in the opening of the Mexican Pavilion 
last Sunday.  The group did a walk- through the 
Mexican Pavilion  featuring traditional products 
from different regions of the country and sampled 
some of the products.  
 

Expo Comida Latina  was launched in Los Angeles in 2002 as the first-ever 
business event for the Hispanic food and beverage market. Expo Comida Latina 
is now firmly established as a leading resource for the Hispanic food and 
beverage industry, where foodservice and retail buyers can explore new authentic Latin products from 
suppliers throughout the Americas.  More than 6,000 visitors and 500 exhibitors attend the fair. According to 
the market research firm Packaged Facts, the Hispanic market will top $7 billion in sales by 2009. More than 
70% of U.S. households buy authentic ethnic food and beverage products today, according to Liz Plizga, Show 
Director for Expo Comida Latina. 

 
BAJA SEAFOOD EXPO TO BE HELD IN ENSENADA 

“Ensenada: México’s Fish and Shellfish Capital” 
 

What: Baja Seafood Expo, being held in Ensenada, Mexico.  
 
When: September 18th. to 20th. 2009 
 
Where: Ensenada, Baja California. 
 
Who should attend:  Seafood institutional buyers such as: Department Stores, Supermarkets, Distributors, 
Wholesale, Restaurants, Hospitals, Government and academic sector. 
 
Organizers:  Patronato de Baja Seafood Expo A.C., National Chamber of Restaurant owners CANIRAC-
Ensenada, National Commission of Fisheries and Aquaculture SAGARPA-CONAPESCA, Secretary of 
Fisheries and Aquaculture of the State of Baja California. 
 
International symposium of Innocuity covering key subjects such as: ISO 22000, 
Traceability, Risk Reducing Systems, Marine Biotoxines, Quality Systems Audit, among others. 
 
Simultaneous Activities: Commercial show, Symposium, guided tours to marine farms for tuna and shellfish, 
gastronomic events, social events. 
 
Sponsors: National Commission of Fisheries and Aquaculture of Mexico (CONAPESCA), Baja California State 
Government, Secretary of Fisheries and Aquaculture of the State of Baja California, SEDECO, SECTUR, 
SEDESOL, Promexico. 
 
This event will hold over 60 booths, where 7,000 are anticipated in attending. 
 
For more information, please go to the following website: www.bajaseafoodexpo.com 



 
 

 


