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President Calderén Urged Mexicans to Work Beyond Pa  rty Allegiance

Mexico City.- President Felipe Calderén said that the greatest homage to
national heroes will be to work together beyond ideologies and party
allegiance in order to construct the Mexico we aspire to, the Mexico they
undoubtedly thought and dreamt of, and for which they were willing to give
their lives.

During the ceremony of the Laying of the First Stone of the Monument to
Commemorate the Independence Bicentennial, the President added that the

oy : nation's heroes aspired to a Mexico in which every man and woman could
truly live in peace Wlth justice, freedom and demaocracy, in keeping with their dignity. He trusted that Mexicans,
those of the 2010 generation, would be able to achieve their desires and national dignity and be on a par with
the country’s glorious history.

At the Puerta de los Leones entrance to Bosque de Chapultepec, the President declared that celebrating the
Independence Bicentennial and the Centennial of the Revolution means building today in order to ensure
families' safety and peace of mind. He said that the point is to contribute to achieving safety in our streets and
cities, reflecting the ideals of our leaders, working to transform Mexico, combining efforts to improve Mexicans
quality of life, and ensuring a better education system, full health coverage and the eradication of extreme
poverty still suffered by millions of compatriots.

“It is a valuable opportunity to be supportive and to provide more 4

opportunities to those without them. Commemorating their history MEXICO
and deeds means changing what must be changed to achieve ') 1@
greater economic growth with justice and create the jobs our young oo B
people need,” he said. He explained that the Independence Independencia  Revolucion

Bicentennial and the Centennial of the Revolution will be
celebrations that will encourage us all to achieve the unfinished task of our heroes, which is to achieve their
ideals in order to build the freer, more egalitarian and fairer Mexico to which we aspire.

The President said that the celebration will be a time of rejoicing but also a time to ask ourselves what kind of
country we want and what we are prepared to do to achieve it and pass it on to the Mexicans of tomorrow, to
the children who will be the heirs to our actions and our mistakes. He declared that the 2010 generation is a
generation convinced that Mexico faces enormous challenges but that it will not be turned back in its struggle
to progress. He then closed the time capsule, containing a series of documents and written testimonies to
commemorate the monument. a collection of postage stamps, paper currency and coins.

Lastly, he laid the first stone of the building known as "Trail of Light," a project designed by the architect César
Pérez, winner of the National Competition for the Construction of the Monument to Commemorate the
Independence Bicentennial.




President Felipe Calderén in Debate on Disarmament  and Non-Proliferation of
Heads of State and Government of United Nations Sec  urity Council
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Honorable Barack Obama, President of the United States and President of the Security Council,
Honorable Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the Organization

Heads of State and Government
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Mexico hails the United States’ invitation to this special meeting of the
United Nations Security Council on Nuclear Disarmament and Non-
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction. Mexico is convinced that
world peace and security cannot be built on the basis of the
accumulation of nuclear arsenals.

It is very encouraging that the United States and Russia are negotiating
a new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty precisely because the United
States and Russia control nearly 90% of the approximately 25,000 existing nuclear warheads. We believe that the
ultimate objective should be the total elimination of nuclear weapons.

Mexico also welcomes the United States' decision to renew the legislative process for ratifying the Treaty for the
Total Prohibition of Nuclear Tests, because this decision and the willingness to review dissuasion schemes
suggested in the recent past are an example that should encourage other countries to follow the same route. We
also value the decision to redesign projects that only create uncertainty and fear among mankind.

Mr. President of the Security Council:

We cannot accept the paralysis of the multilateral negotiations in the heart of the Disarmament Conference. The
time has come to act. The Resolution project, negotiated over the past few days in this Council, and which we are
adopting in this session, should be the start of the new movement in favor of disarmament. An increasing number of
states have developed nuclear weapons or have the capacity to produce them, ignoring the wishes of mankind and
the countries that have established vast nuclear-free weapons such as Latin America and the Caribbean. The
planet’'s safety is undermined as the number of countries possessing these weapons increases.

Mexico supports the right of any state to benefit from the peaceful use of nuclear energy, provided it is fully
supported by international organizations, such as the Atomic Energy Organization, represented here. Both as a
result of the gradual depletion of fossil fuels and their effect on global warming, nuclear energy provides an
opportunity for sustainable development, but it is only through the peaceful use of that energy that we will be able to
prevent those that desire nuclear weapons from abandoning their intentions to possess and use them. This is
exacerbated by the risk that terrorist groups will acquire the equipment and technology for producing a nuclear
device. To avoid this, all states must comply with Resolution 1540 of this Security Council. As proof of Mexico's
commitment, we have begun the paperwork for joining the international export control regimes, beginning with the
Group of Nuclear Suppliers.

Countries must redouble their efforts to promote disarmament and non-proliferation, without forgetting to encourage
the peaceful use of nuclear energy. Although nuclear disarmament is the central issue of this type of council, Mexico
also wishes to draw attention to the proliferation of conventional weapons. Small and light arms deals causes
approximately a thousand deaths and three thousand injured persons worldwide every day. Mexico urges Security
Council members to seek formulae to stop this crime, without harming each state’s right to buy the necessary
weapons for their legitimate defense and maintain public order and citizens' rights. My country believes that it is
crucial to negotiate an Arms Trading Agreement within the United Nations.

Mr. President, Heads of State and Government:

Alfonso Garcia, the Mexican who obtained the Nobel Peace Prize for being the architect and promoter of the first
nuclear weapons-free zone in the world, Latin America and the Caribbean, through the Tlatelolco Treaty, declared
that our children have the right to demand that their parents leave them a world free of the nuclear threat. Sixty-four
years later, we cannot delegate this responsibility to the following generation. It is time to advance not only to non-
proliferation but also towards general, complete nuclear disarmament. There are no two ways about it: this is the
only way forward. Thank you.
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Mexico City.- The Foreign Ministry expresses its concern for this afternoon’s incident at
the San Ysidro, California border crossing.

At least four people, apparently of Mexican origin, were injured as a result of the
incident, two of them from gunfire from U.S. Border Patrol agents, when various vehicles tried to storm past
border inspectors and enter the United States. More than 70 people have been arrested.

As soon as they became aware of the incident, Mexican consular officials in San Diego were on the scene to
contact officials and interview the Mexicans who had been injured and arrested. At this time, more information
is being gathered about the event and about the nationality of those involved in order to provide consular
protection if applicable.

The Foreign Ministry Participates in an Information Day on Providing
Access to Justice for Indigenous Women in Merida, Y ucatan
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Mexico City .- As part of the Foreign Ministry’s promotion of human rights throughout the country, information
days on access to justice for women were held in Merida, Yucatan. Their main goal was to discuss in an
integral fashion that incorporated a gender and intercultural perspective, the obstacles faced by Mexico’'s
indigenous population, especially the women in Yucatan state, in obtaining access to justice.

The information days, organized jointly by the Foreign Ministry, the Yucatan state government and the National
Human Rights Commission (CHDH in Spanish), were held at an opportune moment given the debates that are
being held in Yucatan on implementing Constitutional reforms related to criminal justice, and the probable
passage of the state laws and regulations regarding the rights and culture of the Mayan people.

The information days held in Merida were unique in that they brought together federal and state institutions,
members of the Yucatan Supreme Court and the Mexican Supreme Court, and federal and state
congressmen. Yucatan Governor Ivonne Ortega Pacheco participated, as well. At the conclusion of the event,
Governor Ortega signed a document of commitments and agreements to facilitate access to the state’s legal
system for the indigenous women of Yucatan.

The document was signed by the governor and witnessed by José Ramdén Cossio, Minister of the Mexican
Supreme Court; Alejandro Negrin Mufioz, the Foreign Ministry’s Director General of Human Rights and
Democracy; Fernando Batista Jiménez, the CNDH’s Fourth Visitor General, and Rocio Garcia Gaytan,
National President of the National Institute for Women (INMUJERES in Spanish).

The agreements and commitments include following up on the implementation of legislation and public policies
designed to respect the legal systems, traditions and Mayan language of the indigenous communities in the
state. In addition, there are programs with a gender perspective for training and raising the awareness of
defense lawyers, judges, public law officials and other public servants involved in law enforcement in Yucatan
regarding indigenous rights. The agreements include the commitment of the Yucatan state government’s legal
advisors to create a corps of defense lawyers and interpreters in the Mayan language, and an agreement with
the National Institute of Indigenous Languages (INALI in Spanish) to train and certify legal interpreters in the
Mayan language. This event demonstrates the commitment of the Foreign Ministry to promoting international
standards and laws in Mexico regarding gender-related and indigenous rights.




EARLY EVENING @ MINGEI: PINEDA COVALIN FASHION SHOW

Il The first West Coast presentation of this internationally renowned collection
will present a fashion show featuring designs inspired by traditional Mexican
cultural motifs and expressions, by Mexico City-based Pineda Covalin.

The evening, being held on Friday, September 25" from 6 to 9pm, will feature
music by Mexicali’'s captivating and innovative quartet, La Pura Pulpa, food
from Rosarito and wines from Baja wineries including San Rafael, Tanama
and Valmar.

The event is sponsored by the State of Baja
California, the Consulate General of Mexico in San
Diego, the Baja California Secretary of Tourism
(SECTUR) and many others. Modeling services are
contributed by the Modeling Training Center with
hairstyling and make-up by local and Baja California
experts.

The fashion show is the centerpiece of one of the
Museum’s bi-annual Early Evenings, themed events
offering after-hours experiences at the Museum.

Cristina Pineda and Ricardo Covelin founded their company in 1996 to bring
traditional Mexican themes to global fashion. Their collections are inspired by the
forms and symbols of the Huichol, Aztec, Maya and Zapotec cultures, contemporary
artists and the multi-colored beauty of the desert, the ocean and the jungle.

These designs portray the richness of ancestral culture, the quality of Mexican art and
the beauty of the environment. Specializing primarily in accessories — ties, scarves,
handbags, shawls, jewelry, shoes and eyewear, Pineda Covalin’s designs also
include ponchos and huipiles and a line of furniture. Sold in the stores of New York’s
Del Barrio Museum, the Seattle Art Museum and MOMA San Francisco, Pineda Covalin products are also
available at Mingei International’s Museum store, The Collector’'s Gallery.

For more information, call 619-239-0003 or enter the following website: http://www.mingei.org/events_travel/details.php?EventID=624
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