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United Nations Acknowledges Contribution of Preside nt Calderón’s 
Oportunidades Program to Alleviating Poverty 
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Mexico City.-  President Felipe Calderón declared that the financial crisis 
will not deter his administration from its goal of alleviating and eradicating 
extreme poverty, nor will it abandon them, since this is an effort to achieve 
solidarity and justice. 

“We must make every effort to ensure that Mexicans who managed to 
improve their levels of well-being and reduce their poverty levels do not 
return to the extreme poverty in which they used to live," he declared. 
During the presentation of the Global Report on Human Development 

2009, the President declared that during the current economic situation, the government will not use the crisis 
as an excuse to abandon the poorest sectors of Mexico to their fate. He therefore asked Mexicans to make an 
effort to increase social expenditure targeting this problem, which affects over 19 million persons. 

“That is why the economic proposal I have submitted to Congress will respond to Mexico's current situation: 
the drop in income, meaning that we will seek more income and attempt to drastically reduce government 
spending,” he said. In the presence of Magdy Martínez-Solimán, Resident Representative of the United 
Nations Development Program in Mexico, the Mexican President hailed the fact that this report favors Mexico, 
since its evaluation has improved since 2007. 

“This means that the public policies oriented towards human development are the right ones and have 
functioned in stable conditions. This means that the path we have followed in social policy, under equal 
conditions, ceteris paribus, as the scientists say, is the right social policy,” he said. This is the case of the 
Oportunidades Program, which has proved to be a powerful tool for improving the food, health and education 
of the families it targets. It has been reproduced in several countries, under different names, to achieve this 
purpose. 

“And it is a program that is a long way from being either paternalistic or welfare-based. The point is not to give 
away money, particularly not in exchange for electoral support, but rather to support income, accompanied by 
the responsibility of the beneficiary family to take its children to school and the doctor, and to attend courses on 
nutrition and improving family life,” he explained. During the presentation of the 2009 Report, called 
"Overcoming Barriers: Human Mobility and Development,” President Calderón referred to the issue of 
migration, adding that no migratory policy is above people's rights, and repeating the federal position on behalf 
of legal, orderly, safe migration that respects human dignity. 

He said that migrants do not take people's jobs away nor do they affect workers' salaries in the countries they 
emigrate to and on the contrary, they boost both economies. “Incidentally, Latin American and Mexican 
migration in particular have been crucial to the economic development of the United States during the second 
half of the last century," he declared. 



President Calderón Urges People not to Let their Gu ard down and to Redouble 
Efforts to Cope with the New Outbreak of the A/H1N1  Virus 
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Mexico City.-   President Felipe Calderón urged all Mexicans not to let 
their guard down in the face of the latest outbreak of the A/H1N1 virus; 
on the contrary, he said, elementary health prevention measures would 
have to be redoubled. 

“I think it is important for us to continue working on this to be able to 
cope with the expected spread of the virus, in keeping with the seasonal 
change from now until winter. 

During the second event of his tour of Guanajuato, in the municipality of 
León, the Mexican president inaugurated the ISSTE’s Specialty Clinic. He declared that during the economic 
crisis, Federal Government will continue to achieve its goals of guaranteeing access to health, since the crisis, 
“Should be a spur to continue advancing towards our underlying aim” of achieving universal health coverage. 

“That is why I have submitted an Economic Package to Congress that will involve everyone's efforts as well as 
an approach not only to stop but also to speed up the alleviation of poverty and the provision of health 
coverage that Mexicans deserve,” he said. 

Accompanied by the state governor, Juan Manuel Oliva Ramírez, as well as the Health Secretary, José Ángel 
Córdova Villalobos, the President reported that over the past three years, over 1,300 clinics, units and 
hospitals throughout the country have been constructed and remodeled. 

Moreover, he added, Popular Insurance has tripled its budget this year from 16 billion pesos in 2006 to 48 
billion this year. 

He remarked that in this ISSSTE clinic, changes to the Institute's laws made it possible to invest over 212 
million pesos that will benefit 80,000 local inhabitants and provide 100 jobs for doctors and nurses. 

“I am convinced that we must continue to advance in health issues. We cannot stop and on the contrary, must 
continue," he said. Later on, in the municipality of Celaya, President Felipe Calderón urged Mexicans not to 
slack and to continue with their joint work and fight to achieve the goals they wish to attain. 
“These are difficult times, I know, but we are already beginning to get over them," said the President, adding 
that between June and September, 124,000 new jobs have been created throughout the country, 61,000 in this 
month alone. 

“Now that we are about to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Mexican Revolution and the 200th 
Anniversary of Independence, I wish to congratulate this city on the anniversary of its founding and to invite the 
inhabitants of Celaya and Guanajuato to continue to work very, very hard,” he declared. 

The President inaugurated four Specialties Units at the state's General Hospital: for Chronic Diseases, Primary 
Health Care against Addictions, Nueva Vida, the Center for the Prevention of Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
and the treatment of mental health problems. 

He said that magnetic resonance equipment worth 35 million pesos was also delivered, for the benefit of the 
850,000 inhabitants of Celaya. 

During the event, the President stressed the fact that the greatest health challenge Mexico faces is not A/H1N1 
but the so-called epidemiological transition. In other words, we are evolving from a country with the 
characteristic diseases of a developing country to one with those of developed countries, treatment of which is 
costly. 

“What we must do is to make an enormous effort to change several eating habits in the country and establish 
others such as exercise and sport,” he explained. 

 



 

 Letter of Intent signed between the City of San Die go and the Cities of 
Tijuana, Rosarito and Ensenada to train new Metropo litan Police in Baja 

California 
 

San Diego .- The cities of Tijuana, Rosarito and Ensenada have united 
forces to form a new Metropolitan Police that will integrate highly qualified, 
bilingual personnel in order to ensure the safety for tourists visiting Baja 
California. The new Metropolitan Police will have patrol cars and uniforms 
that will be easily recognized 
Last Monday, the mayors of the three Mexican cities signed a Letter of 
Intent with the Mayor of San Diego, Jerry Sanders, whereby the San Diego 
Police Department will establish a collaboration to train the new police 
force.  
The signature of the Letter of Intent took place at the San Diego Mayor’s 

office with the presence of Mayor Sanders, along with Mayors Jorge Ramos (Tijuana), Hugo Torres (Rosarito) 
and Pablo Alejo Nuñez (Ensenada). The Consul General of Mexico in San Diego, Remedios Gómez Arnau, 
acted as the witness of honor to this signing. 
 

Kick off Ceremony of the 2009 Binational Health Wee k took place this week 
at the Mexican Consulate 
 

San Diego.- The 2009 Binational Health Week had its official kick-off 
ceremony last Thursday at the Mexican Consulate in San Diego. The event 
was lead by the Consul General Remedios Gómez Arnau. Attendants 
included representatives of the Health Initiative of the Americas of the 
University of California, local government agencies and participating 
sponsors.   
In addition to the kick-off ceremony, participants of 15 local health agencies 
provided information and services in the parking structure of the Consular 
building.   
The 2009 Binational Health Week is an international program that combines the efforts put in by Consular 
offices in North America, as well as health agencies across Mexico, United States and Canada. It is estimated 
that 5,885 activities were performed last year nationwide, benefiting close to 550,000 people. 10,337 agencies 
and 22,095 volunteers participated last year, lead by 114 Consulates that worked in conjunction with 140 
regional planning committees. This year, there will be more that 50 events and health fairs across San Diego 
County.  
To view the complete program of activities and events that will take place as part of the 2009 Binational Health 
Week, please visit the following website: www.binationalhealthweek.org 
 

Director of San Diego´s Public Health Office visits  the “Window of Health” 
at the Consulate  

 
San Diego.- Dr. Wilma Wooten, Director of Public Health for San Diego 
County, visited the “Window of Health” at the Mexican Consulate after a 
meeting with Consul General Remedios Gómez Arnau.  The Window of 
Health desk provides education on health issues and referrals to the 
public every day.  The program was established as a collaborative effort 
between the Consulate and the local agency Project Concern 
International.  
 
Dr. Wooten reviewed the materials available at the health desk to inform 
the community about the Influenza AH1N1 virus and practical 

recommendations to follow to avoid infection. 



 
THE FLYING MEN OF PAPANTLA AND THE PEÑA DE BERNAL  HILLS ARE DESIGNATED AS 

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF HUMANITY  
 

Friday, October 2, 2009 | Press Release Secretariat  of Foreign Affairs 
 

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.- During the fourth session of the 
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
held by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) in Abu Dhabi (United Arab Emirates) from September 28 to October 2, 
the ritual ceremony of the voladores (flying men) of Papantla, Veracruz and the 
“Places of memory and living traditions of the Otomí-Chichimecas people of Tolimán: 
the Peña of Bernal hills in Queretaro” were designated as intangible cultural heritage 
of humanity. 
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A total of 34 UNESCO member States submitted 111 nominations; those accepted by the UNESCO included 
Mexico’s submissions.  
  
Delegations from Queretaro and Veracruz, chaired by the governor of Veracruz, Fidel 
Herrera Beltrán, and representatives from the National Council for Culture and the 
Arts (CONACULTA) and the National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH), 
attended the UNESCO sessions and received the above-mentioned designations in a 
moving ceremony. 
  
The director of the Papantla school of flying men, Cruz Ramírez, addressing the 
audience in his native Totonac language, expressed his appreciation for the international recognition of the 
centuries-old traditions of his people, saying that they finally had an international guarantee that would 
safeguard their cultural and historical values, the pride of his state and of Mexico. 
  
The ceremony of the voladores is a fertility dance done by various ethnic groups in Mexico and Central 
America, and especially by the Totonacs in the state of Veracruz in eastern Mexico. The goal of the ritual is to 

express respect for nature and the spiritual universe and harmony with both.  
  
In addition, as regards the “Places of Memory and Living Traditions of the 
Otomí-Chichimecas People of Tolimán: the Peña of Bernal, Guardian of a 
Sacred Territory,” the Otomí-Chichimeca people, living in the semi-desert zone 
of the state of Queretaro in central Mexico, have developed and preserve a 
range of traditions that express a unique relationship with their local topography 
and ecology, which is dominated by a symbolic triangle formed by sacred hills 
and the peña or rock of Bernal. 

 
 

DIA DE MUERTOS CELEBRATION WITH MARIACHI CHAMPAÑA N EVIN AND THE SAN DIEGO 
SYMPHONY 
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Information and tickets:  http://www.sandiegosymphony.com 


