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Mexican Economy Has Charted Clear Course: President  Calderón 
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Mexico City.  President Felipe Calderón stated that Mexico has charted a clear course for 
the economy, as borne out by the 80,000 new jobs created in October and the 2.7% 
growth of the Mexican economy during the third quarter of the year. “This result is 
excellent news, because it implies the end of the country’s recession and economic 
contraction and we are working hard to ensure that this recovery continues and expands in 
the coming years,” he said. 

During the inauguration of the Bloomberg Economic Forum, Mexico 2009: Overcoming the 
Credit Crisis, the President declared that Mexico has created jobs at positive rates for the past five consecutive jobs, 
totaling over 200,000 from June to October. With this positive trend, he said, Government expects the economy to grow 
by at least 3 per cent and by the end of the administration, the aim is to grow at an average rate of 5%. “We are 
determined to make our economic forecasts come true. We want the country to achieve sustained growth rates in the 
future,” declared President Calderón, accompanied by Secretary of Finance and Public Credit, Agustín Carstens 
Carstens. The President added that certain international consulting firms estimate that despite the economic crisis, 
Mexico has gained in competitiveness in relation to economies such as Brazil, China and India. 

“A key step in maintaining the strength of the national army is not to lose control or discipline and not to lose one's head in 
handling macroeconomic variables,” he said. The President congratulated the legislators on the open, pluralistic debate 
they have had in the discussion and passage of the Income Law for 2010, adding that these are difficult but responsible 
decisions for the country and Mexicans’ future. “That is why Congress engaged in such an intense discussion, which has 
finally resulted in the passage of the Law of Income for 2010. This has not been easy for anyone. For either government, 
taxpayers or Congress. But that is the way it is. Structural problems, such as the drop in public income, due to the drop in 
tax collection and the decline in oil production, must be dealt with using structural solutions,” he said 

Inauguration of National PyME Week 2009, Entreprene urial Mexico 
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Mexico City.  Earlier today, President Calderón led the inauguration of the National Small 
and Medium Business (PyME) Week 2009, Entrepreneurial Mexico, held at the Banamex 
Exhibition Center in Mexico City. The National PyME Week, 2009, Entrepreneurial 
Mexico, is the most important business congress in Mexico, organized by the Federal 
Government through the Secretariat of the Economy, and provides opportunities for 
starting up or streamlining firms and businesses. 

National PyME week deals with the five business sectors promoted by the Economy 
Secretariat: Businessmen, Microfirms, Small and Medium Firms, Gazelle and Tractor Firms which receive financing, 
consultancy services and training from the Federal Government. The 2009 Edition will have an increase of 17% in the 
exhibition area, 92% in conference halls, 27% in pavilions while the number of visitors is expected to rise by 25%. 

There will be ten pavilions: Financing, Tractor Firms, Entrepreneurial Mexico, Microfirms and Franchises, More PyMES in 
the World, Gazelle, Entrepreneurs, Entrepreneurial Consultancy, National Fund for Solidarity Firms, FONAES and the 
International Firm dedicated to Japan, the guest country at this congress. There are currently 350 Japanese firms in the 
country which provide direct employment for 200,000 Mexicans. Micro, small and medium firms in Mexico account for 
99.8% of existing companies, produce 52% of the Gross Domestic Product and create 7 out of every 10 jobs, in other 
words, 72% of those in the formal sector. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT REITERATES ITS POLICY OF FUL L 

COOPERATION AND OPENNESS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL HUM AN RIGHTS 
MECHANISMS 
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Mexico City.- In reference to the request of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions of the United Nations Human Rights Council to visit Mexico, the Foreign Ministry reports that: 
 
  1. The Mexican government reiterates its policy of full cooperation with and openness to the 
 regional and universal human rights organizations. As part of this policy, Mexico has extended a 
 permanent, open invitation to these organizations and mechanisms to visit our country. 

  

 2. The official invitations for these visits are processed and planned for in the order in which the 
requests are received from the international human rights organizations and mechanisms, 
according to the established practice. �

 �

 3. Those UN organs requesting official visits in 2010 have received invitations to do so. In the first 
half of the year, the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to education will make an official visit to 
Mexico, followed by the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers in the 
second half of 2010. An official invitation will also be extended to the Special Rapporteur of the 
Interamerican Commission on Human Rights for freedom of expression.�

 �

 4. In addition to these visits and activities that have already been scheduled as part of the 2010 
Cooperation Program with International Human Rights Mechanisms and Organs, the UN Special 
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions requested a visit; a date in 2011 has 
been proposed. �

 �

 5. The mandate of the current UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions, Mr. Philip Alston, ends in August 2010. However, the UN rapporteurs and special 
procedures are entities that function on an on-going basis, regardless of whether or not their heads 
are reelected or substituted when their mandates expire, in this case in a few months. In order to 
assure that the recommendations that result from the visit of the Special Rapporteur on 
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions are carried out, the government of Mexico wishes to 
work with the new rapporteur who will replace Mr. Alston in 2010.�

 �

 6. It should be noted that on October 27, Rapporteur Alston reported to the UN General Assembly 
that he had requested visits from a large number of States. Nevertheless, more than two thirds of 
the States to which he had sent requests for visits rejected the request or did not respond. In 
addition, he stated that he had included on his list of requests almost a fourth of the members of 
the Human Rights Council. Of this group, he stressed that only Mexico had responded favorably to 
his request by suggesting a date for the visit. (cont)�
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THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT REITERATES ITS POLICY OF FUL L COOPERATION AND OPENNESS WITH THE 
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS 

�

 7. Separately, over the coming months, the federal government will intensify its 
implementation of the 2008-2012 National Human Rights Program, as well as the 
recommendations that were made to Mexico as part of the Human Rights 
Council’s Universal Periodic Review Mechanism. In this context, Mexico must 
substantiate its reports in conformity with its international human rights obligations, 
especially those referring to civil and political rights, the rights of migrant workers 
and racial discrimination. It will also present the reports required by the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the 
Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment.�

 �

 8. Given the above, the Foreign Ministry believes that it would be best to program the visit of the 
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions for 2011, once Mexico has 
received the visits already scheduled and has submitted the reports required of it in conformity with 
the treaties to which it is party, in order to conduct a visit that leads to medium-term cooperation 
projects with the Special Rapporteur.�

 �

 9. Official and even private visits to Mexico of human rights mechanisms and organizations are 
common and frequent occurrences. In the last two weeks, for example, the Special Rapporteur of 
the Interamerican Commission on Human Rights for freedom of expression and the UN Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression made private visits to Mexico. In addition to the 
academic and institutional activities for which they were invited, they held informal working 
meetings with high-level Mexican authorities involved with the issue, including the Interior Secretary 
and the Attorney General. �

 �

 10. The Foreign Ministry also reports that during President Calderón’s administration, Mexico has 
received six visits from international human rights organizations and mechanisms by official 
invitation of the government of Mexico. These visits were from the following: the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (2007); two visits from 
the then President of the Interamerican Commission on Human Rights and Rapporteur for Mexico 
(2007); the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (2008); the UN Subcommittee on the 
Prevention of Torture (2008); and the UN Special Rapporteur on migrants’ human rights (2008). 
Over the last three years, another five UN and OAS human rights mechanisms have made private 
visits to Mexico and have carried out activities with governmental institutions, civil society 
organizations and academic institutes. These are: the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights 
and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples (2007); the special rapporteur on the right to food 
(2009); the UN special rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression (2009); and the special 
rapporteur of the Interamerican Commission on Human Rights for freedom of expression (2009).�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Consul General Participates in the Sixth Reunion of  National Coordinators 

“Border 2012” Program 
 

San Diego, Ca.-  The sixth annual National Coordinators Meeting 
of the Mexico-United States Environmental Program “Border 
2012” took place in Valley Center, California, on October 27-29, 
2009. The Consul General of Mexico in San Diego, Remedios 
Gómez Arnau, participated in the plenary session of the event on 
Thursday, October 29th.  

 
This event was held by Mexico’s Secretary of Environment and 
Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), along with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The objective of the 

gathering was to review the progress and results of the policy forums and work groups on the environmental 
program Mexico-United States: “Border 2012”. Other goals included comparing 
results and progress reports on environmental issues by government agencies 
on both sides of the border, as well as discussing next year’s main topics and 
the site where the meeting for this border program will be held in 2010. 
 
Around 280 participants attended this event, representing agencies involved in 
environmental issues in the different levels of government, both in Mexico and 
the United States.  
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The U.S.-Mexico border region is home to 12 million people, extends more than 2,000 miles (3,100 kilometers) 
from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean. As a result of the 1983 La Paz Agreement (PDF) on Cooperation 
for the Protection and Improvement of the Environment in the Border Area both the U.S. and Mexico 
determined that the "border region" would extend 62.5 miles (100 kilometers) on each side of the international 
border. The diverse area includes large deserts, numerous mountain ranges, rivers, wetlands, large estuaries, 
and shared aquifers.  
 
Ninety percent of the border population resides in 14 paired, inter-dependent sister cities. These "sister-cities" 
are metropolitan areas in both countries. Rapid population growth in urban areas has lead to unplanned 
development, greater demand for land and energy, increased traffic congestion and waste generation, 
overburdened or unavailable waste treatment and disposal facilities, and more frequent chemical emergencies. 
Residents in rural areas suffer from exposure to airborne dust, pesticide exposure, inadequate water supply 
and waste treatment facilities. Projected population growth rates in the border region exceed anticipated U.S. 
average growth rates (in some cases by more than 40 percent) for each country. By 2020 the population is 
expected to reach 19.4 million. 

Border residents suffer disproportionately from many environmental health problems, including water-borne 
diseases and respiratory problems.  The numerous binational entities, together with the public developed the 
Border 2012 program whose mission is to protect the environment and pu blic health in the U.S.-Mexico 
border region, consistent with the principles of sustainable development . 

The ten-year Border 2012 program takes a bottom-up, regional approach, which relies heavily on local input, 
decision-making, priority-setting, and project implementation to best address environmental issues in the 
border region. It brings together a wide variety of stakeholders to prioritize sustainable actions that consider the 
environmental needs of the different border communities.               

                      *Source:  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



 
MEXICO IS THE MAIN DESTINATION FOR INVESTMENTS IN A EROSPACE 

MANUFACTURING 
 
·  Some of Mexico's competitive advantages are highly specialized labor, low costs and closeness to the world's 

leading markets. 
According to research by AeroStrategy, 
a firm that works to measure the 
impact of the aviation sector and other 
areas of the industry, the aerospace industry in Mexico is now 
globally renowned by recording the largest number of international 
investments in aerospace component manufacturing. The study 
“Aerospace Globalization: The Next Stage” says that Mexico is the 
leader in investments in the manufacturing industry, recording 
close to 33 billion dollars from 1990 to 2009, which is more than 
countries as the US, China, Russia and India, have recorded. 

 
Since its creation, ProMexico has identified the aerospace industry as one of the main areas of Mexico's 
economy, advertising it through its offices abroad. At the closing date in October, ProMexico had a portfolio of 
nine investment projects in the aerospace industry, with a total value of more than 1.2 billion dollars. 
ProMexico focuses on informing international investors that the Mexican aerospace supply industry is catching 
the world's attention, particularly in the areas of manufacturing, maintenance and repairs, engineering, design, 
education, airlines, airports and auxiliary services. 
 
According to AeroStrategy's research, Mexico is the world's eighth investment destination in the areas of 
aircraft maintenance, supervision and repair, competing with such countries as Germany, Malaysia and the 
United Kingdom. The report states that Mexico, Singapore, China, India, Russia, the United Arab Emirates and 
Morocco are becoming new development points for the aerospace industry. 
 
These achievements reported by AeroStrategy are the result of a decade of work that has led to the creation of 
a solid aerospace manufacturing cluster in Mexico and to the adoption of measures aimed at fostering growth 
in this industry, for example, the 50 million dollar public investment to create the National Aviation School. You 
can see the complete study at prensa@promexico.gob.mx, in the research and analysis section. There are 
now 190 aerospace companies established in Mexico, which in 2008 exported more than 3 billion dollars and 
created more than 26,000 jobs. During that same year, investments in this area reached almost one billion 
dollars, namely those announced recently by Bombardier, Cessna and Aernnova. 
 
The aerospace industry is entering an era of multinational cooperation, which is referred to by specialists as 
“Globalization 2.0.” and which involves “horizontal specialization,” where equipment manufacturers and service 
providers integrate their operations on a global level. But while the aerospace industry in Mexico has been 
promoted in part by its closeness to the United States—the world's main aerospace consumer—, it is important 
to note that Mexico offers highly skilled workforce and low costs, as it does in the automotive and the electronic 
consumer goods industries. 
 
Mexico signed a Bilateral Aviation Safety Agreement with the US, which allows manufacturers to certify and 
send components directly from manufacturing facilities established in Mexico. Also, Mexico guarantees the 
protection of intellectual property, allowing investors to trust that their technological advances are safe. Finally, 
Mexican aeronautic components may enter other markets with preferential tariffs, adding a special value to our 
country as an investment destination. 
 
 

Source:  ProMexico 



 
 

Mexico Tourism, Travel & Real Estate Expo  
 

San Diego, California 

 

November 14, 2009   10:30am-4:30pm 

Want to know more about Mexico?  
 

Mexico is a vacation to sunny beaches, colonial cities, and archaeological 
ruins. Mexico is unique cuisine, Spanish lessons, and culture. Mexico is 
sportfishing, world championship golf courses, and eco tours. Mexico is 
retirement opportunities, a second home, and real estate dreams. Learn 
more by attending our Mexico, Tourism, Travel and Real Estate Expo.  
  
The Mexico Promotional Event, presented by the Mexico Tourism Board 
and AeroMexico Airlines, will take place on Saturday, November 14th, 
2009 from 10:30 am to 4 pm,  at the Liberty Station Conference Center  
located at 2600 Laning Road  •  San Diego, CA 92106. 

 
The Event will feature exhibitors promoting Mexico travel/tourism, 
culture, and real estate products from over 20 destinations. 
Entertainment will include traditional music and dancers plus authentic 
Mexican food samplings. 
 

 
Exhibitors to date from 20 destinations including Baja California, 
Colonial Mexico, Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo, Los Cabos, Puerto Vallarta, the 
Riviera Maya, Rocky Point, San Miguel de Allende and the Yucatan 
will be present. More destinations are expected to be announced in the 
near future. 
 

Come to the Mexico Expo and meet with experts in tourism, travel, 
business and real estate. In addition to the Event, a series of 
complimentary seminar presentations on tourism destinations, Mexico 
culture, authors, and owning real estate in Mexico will be offered 
throughout the day. Various raffle prizes will also be given away 
throughout the Expo including round-trip tickets on AeroMexico Airlines 
and hotel stays. 
  
The purpose of this educational show is to provide information to the U.S. 
consumer and tourist on travel, tourism, business, and real estate in 
Mexico by bringing together Mexico-based organizations, businesses and 

government officials with U.S. tourists, buyers, travel & real estate industry professionals, and the media. 
 
A series of complimentary 25-minute presentations on tourism, real estate, tours, business, the environment, 
culture, etc. will be offered with a question and answer session. Raffle drawings for prizes including round trip 
airline tickets on AeroMexico, and entertainment will also be offered throughout the day.  The Mexico 
Tourism, Travel & Real Estate Expo Hill be held at the Liberty Station Conference Center located at 2600 
Laning Road  •  San Diego, CA 92106. 
 

For additional information including exhibit and sponsorship availability, contact Ana Bravo at (619) 584-0829 
or by email at mexicoexpo(at)yahoo.com. Information can be accessed at TheMexicoEvent.com. The event will 
be held at Liberty Station Convention Hall in Point Loma near the San Diego Airport. 
 



 

DAY OF THE DEAD ALTAR AT MINGEI INTERNATIONAL MUSEU M IN 
BALBOA PARK  
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San Diego.-  In honor of Mexico’s Day of the Dead Mingei International is exhibiting a 
Day of the Dead altar in the Museum. This colorful, traditional offering to the dead is a 
collaboration between the Museum, the Mexican Consulate in San Diego, CUT- 
University of Tijuana, the Cultural Institute in Baja California, Fondo de Cultura 
Economica and the Rosarito-based Los Naguales Gallery. It will be on view through 
November 29 in the upper gallery. This year’s altar is dedicated to the memory of 
Octavio Paz, winner of the Nobel Prize for literature (See bio on next page). Two 
recently deceased, longtime Museum friends — renowned woodworker Sam Maloof, a 
friend of the Museum from its founding, and potter Otto Heino, whose work is in the 
Museum’s collection and has been regularly on exhibition there — are also remembered. 

In Mexico the first and second of November belong to the dead. These days are at once patriotic, festive, 
personal and sacred — official holidays that are also holy days in which celebrants seek their reflection in the 
black mirror of Tezcatlipoca, the Aztec god of the night sky, to discover the vanity of earthly effort. Since 
everything is temporary, the celebrants sing and dance with the departed who have attained perfection and 
wisdom. 

The offerings on the Day of the Dead are possibly the most important ritual of the year. An altar is placed in the 
best place in the house to honor and welcome the spirits of deceased relatives. An image or images of the 
deceased are placed at the center. Corn, the sacred plant that assures the continuation of life, is then placed 
on the altar. Large votive candles in glass jars with religious imagery serve as beacons to guide each soul to its 
respective altar. It is said that foods lose their flavor and aroma because the souls take their essence. To 
assure that the departed arrive in the right place, marigold petals show the departed, visiting from Heaven, the 
entrance to their old homes.    

Located at 1439 El Prado in Balboa Park, Mingei International Museum is open Tuesday through Sunday, 10 
am–4 pm, and closed on Mondays and national holidays. Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for seniors and $4 for 
students and active military with ID.  For information, call 619-239-0003 or visit www.mingei.org  Mingei 
International Museum exhibits folk art, craft and design from all eras and cultures of the world. Its two 
museums – in San Diego and Escondido – feature Southern California’s largest and richest collection of mingei 
– art of the people.  
  

MEXICAN ARTIST ARTEMIO RODRIGUEZ TO OFFER A CONFERE NCE AT THE SAN DIEGO  
MUSEUM OF ART  

 
San Diego .-The highly recognized Mexican printmaker Artemio Rodriguez will offer a 
conference  on his work on November 15, 2009 a 3:30 PM at the San Diego Museum of 
Art. The presentation will include an exhibit of some of prints. For more information 
please contact the Cultural Affairs Office of the Consulate of Mexico in San Diego at 619-
308 9925 or the SDMA at  619-696 1954 

 
Born in a small town in the state of Michoacán, Mexico, Rodríguez initially studied 
agronomy at the Universidad Autónoma Chapingo before working as an apprentice under 
printmaker Juan Pascoe. He lived in East Los Angeles for fifteen years and established a print shop, La Mano 
Press, with artist Silvia Capistrán in 2002.  
 



 

Octavio Paz: Mexican writer and diplomat 
Born March 31, 1914, Mexico City, Mexico died April 19, 1998, Mexico City  
 

Mexican poet, writer, and diplomat, recognized as one of the major Latin American writers of 
the 20th century. He received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1990.  

Paz’s family was ruined financially by the Mexican Civil War, and he grew up in straitened 
circumstances. Nonetheless, he had access to the excellent library that had been stocked by 
his grandfather, a politically active liberal intellectual who had himself been a writer. Paz was 
educated at a Roman Catholic school and at the University of Mexico. He published his first 
book of poetry, Luna silvestre (“Forest Moon”), in 1933 at age 19. In 1937 the young poet 

visited Spain, where he identified strongly with the Republican cause in the Spanish Civil War. His reflection on 
that experience, Bajo tu clara sombra y otros poemas (“Beneath Your Clear Shadow and Other Poems”), was 
published in Spain in 1937 and revealed him as a writer of real promise. Before returning home Paz visited 
Paris, where Surrealism and its adherents exerted a profound influence on him. 

Back in Mexico, Paz founded and edited several important literary reviews, including Taller (“Workshop”) from 
1938 to 1941 and El hijo pródigo (“The Prodigal Son”), which he cofounded in 1943. His major poetic 
publications included No pasaran! (1937; “They Shall Not Pass!”), Libertad bajo palabra (1949; “Freedom 
Under Parole”), ¿Águila o sol? (1951; Eagle or Sun?), and Piedra de sol (1957; The Sun Stone). In the same 
period, he produced prose volumes of essays and literary criticism, including El laberinto de la soledad (1950; 
The Labyrinth of Solitude), an influential essay in which he analyzes the character, history, and culture of 
Mexico; and El arco y la lira (1956; The Bow and the Lyre) and Las peras del olmo (1957; “The Pears of the 
Elm”), which are studies of contemporary Spanish American poetry. 

Paz entered Mexico’s diplomatic corps in 1945, after having lived for two years in San Francisco and New 
York, and served in a variety of assignments, including one as Mexico’s ambassador to India from 1962 to 
1968; in the latter year he resigned in protest over Mexico’s brutal treatment of student radicals that year. In 
the 1970s he edited Plural, a review of literature and politics. 

His poetry after 1962 includes Blanco (1967; Eng. trans. Blanco), influenced by Stéphane Mallarmé’s poetry 
and John Cage’s theories on music; Ladera este (1971; “East Slope”), which is suffused with Paz’s 
understanding of East Indian myths; Hijos del aire (1979; Airborn), sonnet sequences created by Paz and the 
poet Charles Tomlinson building on each other’s lines; and Árbol adentro (1987; A Tree Within), in which many 
of the poems are based on works by artists such as Marcel Duchamp and Robert Rauschenberg. An English-
language selection, The Collected Poems of Octavio Paz, 1957–1987, was published in 1987. 

His later prose works, some originally in English, include Conjunciones y disyunciones (1969; Conjunctions 
and Disjunctions), a discussion of the world’s cultural attitudes; El mono gramático (1974; The Monkey 
Grammarian), a meditation on language; and Tiempo nublado (1983; “Cloudy Weather,” translated as One 
Earth, Four or Five Worlds: Reflections on Contemporary History), a study of international politics with 
emphasis on the relationship between the United States and Latin America. 

Paz was influenced in turn by Marxism, Surrealism, existentialism, Buddhism, and Hinduism. In the poetry of 
his maturity, he used a rich flow of surrealistic imagery in dealing with metaphysical questions. As one critic 
said, he explored the zones of modern culture outside the marketplace, and his most prominent theme was the 
human ability to overcome existential solitude through erotic love and artistic creativity. In addition to the Nobel 
Prize, Paz received numerous other awards, including the Cervantes Prize, the most prestigious Spanish-
language accolade. His Obra completas (“Complete Works”) were published in 1994. 

 
 
Source:  Encyclopedia Britannica 


