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 THE UNITED NATIONS ADOPTS MEXICAN INITIATIVES ON TH E FIGHT AGAINST 

THE WORLD DRUG PROBLEM AND TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME 
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Mexico City.- During its 64th period of sessions, the Third Committee of the UN General 
Assembly adopted today in New York two resolutions on issues of special interest to 
Mexico: the world drug problem and transnational organized crime. 
  
The resolution entitled “International cooperation against the world drug problem” that was 
presented by Mexico and co-sponsored by more than 100 States, reiterates the importance 
of strengthening the overall strategy that has been applied to date to address the problem, 

and seeks to assure that all efforts to reduce the supply of and demand for drugs are made with the same 
intensity and based on the principle of shared responsibility. 
  
The resolution calls on the international community to increase its actions against crimes related to the illegal 
production and trafficking of drugs, such as arms trafficking and money laundering. It also endorses the 
Political Declaration and the Action Plan on international cooperation for a comprehensive and balanced 
strategy to combat the world drug problem. Mexico had a central role in producing both documents, which 
were adopted last March by the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs.  
  
The Declaration and the Action Plan give continuity to the strategies that fight the world drug problem, identify 
new challenges, establish priorities and actions, and set goals for governments in the national and international 
arenas in the areas of the cultivation, production, manufacture, sale, demand for, and illegal trafficking and 
distribution of narcotics and psychotropic substances, including amphetamine stimulants , as well as the 
deviation of chemical precursors and related criminal activities. 
  
With this resolution, the international community renews its commitment to fighting illicit drug trafficking and 
recognizes that only through cooperation, coordination and collaboration between governments, regional and 
international organizations, international financial institutions and civil society organizations can this 
phenomenon be effectively fought. 
  
In addition, the General Assembly adopted a resolution entitled “Strengthening the United Nations Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, in particular its technical cooperation capacity,” which 
acknowledges the threat that transnational organized crime represents to States and adopts measures to 
strengthen attention to this phenomenon. The resolution was presented by Italy and co-sponsored by Mexico. 
  
The resolution acknowledges the importance of effectively implementing the regime contained in the United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention) and its three 
complementary protocols on trafficking in persons, especially women and children; smuggling of migrants by 
land, air and sea; and the illicit manufacturing and trafficking in firearms, their parts and components and 
ammunition. It also urges international cooperation as the best way to prevent and combat all forms of 
transnational organized crime. (cont) 



  
THE UNITED NATIONS ADOPTS MEXICAN INITIATIVES ON TH E FIGHT AGAINST THE WORLD DRUG PROBLEM 
AND TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME 
 
At Mexico’s initiative, this resolution states that next year the UN Secretary-General will convoke a high-level 
session of the General Assembly to analyze this problem and promote the universality and effective application 
of the current legal regime for this topic. With this initiative, the issue of fighting organized crime will acquire 
international political visibility that will encourage more cooperation between governments. 
  
In its 2008 annual report, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime states that organized crime is a 
phenomenon that affects all countries equally and constitutes one of the three greatest threats to the safety 
and wellbeing of humankind. With the adoption of this resolution, the UN General Assembly reaffirms its 
decision to strengthen its actions against this evil. 
  

Welcome Ceremony for José Hernández Moreno, NASA As tronaut 
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Mexico City.- Earlier today, President Felipe Calderón led the 
welcome ceremony for NASA astronaut José Hernández, at the 
official Los Pinos residence. 

 

José Hernández Moreno, born in French Camp, California on August 
7 1962, is an expert on NASA special missions. His parents Julia 
Moreno and Salvador Hernández, Mexican immigrants from La 
Piedad, Michoacán, arrived in the United States sixty years ago to 
work in the crop fields of California. 

 

José Hernández studied electrical engineering at Pacific University and subsequently pursued an M.Sc. in 
Electrical Engineering at the University of California in Santa Bárbara. He was chosen by NASA for the 19th 
Group in 2004 for spatial activities.  

 

In 2006, he was awarded an honorary doctorate by the Pacific University. 

 

He was encouraged to become an astronaut when he was picking vegetables in 
Stockton, California and heard on the transistor radio that a Latin American of Costa 
Rica origin, Franklin Chang-Díaz had been chosen for the NASA astronauts' program 
and would be the first Latino in space. His collaboration with the Livermore National 
Laboratory in the 1990s contributed to the development of a new tool for the early 
detection of breast cancer. 

 

The NASA engineer remembers exactly how this happened, “I was using a large hoe to clear a row of sugar 
better in a field near Stockton, California when I heard on the transistor radio that Franklin Chang-Díaz had 
been selected as an astronaut,” says Hernández, who was a high-school student at the time. Hernández says 
that he recalls when Hispanic-American Franklin Chang-Díaz was chosen: That was when I said, “I want to 
travel to space,” and since then, this is something I have fought to achieve every day. 

 

As one of four children of a family of Mexican farm migrants, Hernández did not learn English until he was 12. 
He spent most of his children in what he calls the California Circuit, traveling with his family from Mexico to 
southern California every March and working in Stockton until November, harvesting strawberries and 
cucumbers at the farms on the route 

 



Consular Activities 
 

San Diego-based BIOCOM explores potential partnersh ips in Tijuana 
 

San Diego .- A group of executives from San Diego-based BIOCOM, the largest 
regional life science association in the world, representing more than 550 
member companies in Southern California, joined a trade delegation in a visit to 
Tijuana last week to explore partnership opportunities  in the bio tech and 
pharmaceutical sectors.  The Consul General of Mexico in San Diego, 
Remedios Gomez Arnau, coordinated the visit and headed the delegation. 
 
The program of activities of the delegation in Tijuana 

included a meeting and a tour at the plant of Greatbatch Medical, a medical devices 
producer which set up operations in the area in 2005. The group also visited Hospital 
Angeles Tijuana, where they were briefed on the medical services provided by the 
leading health services institution.  
 
As part of the visit to Tijuana, BIOCOM executives attended the Inter-American 
Business Awards event, organized by the Mexico Business Center of the San Diego 
Regional Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with the City of Tijuana.  The event was attended by San 
Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders; the Federal Delegate of the Secretariat of Economy, Alejandro Monraz and the 
Tijuana Economic Development Secretary, Jesus Manuel Sandez, among other public officials.   

 
 
 
 

Presidents of local chambers of commerce visit Tiju ana 
 

San Diego.- Leaders of chambers of commerce in San Diego county visited 
Tijuana last week to get first-hand information about business opportunities in the 
manufacturing sector.  The visit was facilitated by the Consulate of Mexico in San 
Diego, the Tijuana Organization for Economic Development (DEITAC) and the 
Northwest Office of ProMexico, the Mexican trade promotion agency. 
 
The Mayor of Tijuana, Jorge Ramos, met with the 

delegation and with Consul General Remedios Gomez Arnau to share information 
on the progress made in the fight against organized crime.  He also encouraged the 
business leaders to consider the possibility of doing business in Mexico. Later, the 
group visited the plant of Plantronics, leader in the production of headphones and 
other communication devices.  
  
The visit to Tijuana by leaders of San Diego chambers of commerce was organized 
after months of preparation and is part of the economic promotion activities developed by the Consulate of 
Mexico. 

 
Fifth Annual Gastronomy Week ends 

 
San Diego.- The Fifth Annual Gastronomy Week was held from November 1st through the 
7th, with the participation of nine Mexican restaurants in San Diego. Throughout the week, 
participanting restaurants offered traditional Mexican dishes as the “specialty” of the house.  
 
The following restaurants participated in the event: Lucha Libre Gourmet Taco Shop, El 

Vitral, Alfonso’s La Jolla, El Achiote, el Borrego, El Romesco, Maya Chiang Cake Boutique & Café, Los Arcos 
and El Rodeo’s.  
 
The proprietors of these participating restaurants showed interest in collaborating with next year’s event, and 
were enthusiastic about strengthening this event in San Diego County.  
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“The Mexico Promotional Event” was held in San Dieg o 

 
San Diego, CA  - The Mexico Promotional Event, presented by the Mexico Tourism Board 
and AeroMexico Airlines, took place at Liberty Station in San Diego this past Saturday, 
November 14th, where over 350 attendees were present. The Event featured exhibitors that 
promoted Mexico travel/tourism, culture, and real estate products from over 20 
destinations. Entertainment included traditional music and dancers plus authentic Mexican 
food samplings. 
 
The purpose of this educational show was to provide information to the U.S. consumer 
and tourist on travel, tourism, business, culture, and real estate in Mexico by bringing 
together Mexico-based organizations, businesses and government officials with U.S. 
tourists, buyers, travel & real estate industry professionals, and the media. 
 
Exhibitors from over 25 destinations including Baja California, Colonial Mexico, Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo, Los Cabos, 
Nayarit, Puerto Vallarta, the Riviera Maya, Rocky Point, San Miguel de Allende and the Yucatan were present. 
The General Consulate of Mexico in San Diego also participated in this event, providing information on the 
various tourist destinations that one can visit in Mexico. 
    
Sponsors included AeroMexico Airlines, the Mexico Tourism Board, Samborn’s Insurance, Tequila Fortalez 
and many more.  

 
In addition to the Event, a series of complimentary seminar presentations on tourism destinations, Mexican 
culture, authors, and real estate in Mexico were offered throughout the day. Various raffle prizes were also 
given away throughout the Expo including round-trip tickets on AeroMexico Airlines and hotel stays. 

 
 

Binational Health Week 2009 provided services to 50 00 people  
 

San Diego .- More than 5000 people received health services and information 
during the program of events of the Binational Health Week (BHW) 2009 in 
San Diego County.  The figure was reported during the closing ceremony 
of  BHW that took place last week at the Consulate of Mexico with the 
participation of representatives from local health care agencies. 
 

BHW is one of the largest mobilization efforts 
of federal and state government agencies, 
community-based organizations, and 

volunteers in the Americas to improve the health and well-being of the 
underserved Latino population living in the United States and Canada. It 
encompasses an annual  series of health promotion and health education 
activities that include workshops, insurance referrals, and medical screenings.  

  

In San Diego, the Consulate coordinated more than 50 BHW events held in its facilities and throughout San 
Diego county on  October 1st-24 .  Consul General Remedios Gómez Arnau noted that this year the level of 
participation increased and recognized the commitment of 178 participating agencies to extend the coverage.   
 
 
The main areas of interest during BHW 2009 were influenza, stroke, mental health nutrition and living green. 
 



 
CBP Reminds Travelers to Obtain the I-94 Permit Ear ly During Holiday 

Season  
 

 
SAN DIEGO, CA – U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officials in San 
Diego are anticipating an increase in applications by Mexican travelers for the 
required I-94 permit during the holiday season.  Mexican border crossing card (or 
“laser visa”) holders who plan to make an extended visit to the United States during 
the upcoming holiday season are urged to obtain the essential document early 
instead of waiting until the day of travel. 
  
“We urge travelers to obtain the required document as much as a week or two early 
to avoid congestion and potential delays, if they apply now they will obtain the 

essential document faster and more conveniently,” said David Murphy, port director of the San Ysidro and Otay 
Mesa passenger border stations. “Travelers may obtain the permit 24 hours a day at both the San Ysidro and 
Otay Mesa ports.” 
  
All traveling family members need to be present during the I-94 application process. Those requesting the 
permits also must be able to establish financial solvency and proof of residency outside the U.S. CBP is also 
offering a number of tips to travelers to expedite the border crossing experience and ensure that they enter the 
country safely and without incident. 
  
Tip #1 – Travelers should prepare for the inspection process before arriving at the inspection booth. Individuals 
should have their crossing documents available for the inspection and they should be prepared to declare all 
items acquired abroad. In addition, individuals should end cellular phone conversations before arriving at the 
inspection booth. 
  
Tip #2 – Travelers should plan to build extra time into their trips in the event they cross during periods of 
exceptionally heavy traffic. This includes SENTRI/Dedicated Commuter Lane (DCL) users. 
  
Tip #3 – Travelers should familiarize themselves with the “Know Before You Go” section of the CBP website at 
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/vacation/kbyg/ to avoid fines and penalties associated with the importation of 
prohibited items. “Know Before You Go” brochures are also available at border ports. 
  
Tip #4 – Members of the traveling public should consult the CBP website site at http://apps.cbp.gov/bwt/ to 
monitor border wait times. Information is updated hourly and is useful in planning trips and identifying periods 
of light usage and or shorter waits. Travelers may also monitor wait time information hourly for the San Ysidro 
border station by calling 619-690-8999 and for the Otay Mesa border station by calling 619-671-8999. 
  
Tip #5 – During periods of heavy travel, border crossers may wish to consider alternative entry routes. For 
example, border crossers may want to use the nearby and less heavily traveled Otay Mesa or the Tecate ports 
of entry instead of the San Ysidro port. 
  
Tip #6 – Drivers should insure that the vehicles they use to cross the border are properly maintained and 
mechanically sound and that occupants avoid riding in areas of vehicles not specifically designed to carry 
passengers. Failure to follow these steps can expose vehicle occupants to carbon monoxide. 
  
As the busiest land border port in the nation with 35,000-40,000 vehicles and 20,000 pedestrians daily entering 
the U.S. through its gates, the San Ysidro facility is also one of the Southwest border stations most affected by 
heavy holiday I-94 processing. CBP officials continually monitor traffic and border crossing times and will 
employ various traffic management operations to maintain the flow of traffic during periods of exceptionally 
heavy usage.  
   
 
 

 



 

Enrique Morones receives award from Mexico´s Nation al Commission of 
Human Rights 

 
San Diego.-  Enrique Morones, local community leader and president of the 
humanitarian organization “Border Angeles”, has been conferred an award from the 
National Commission of Human Rights in Mexico (CNDH, for its initials in Spanish) for 
his struggle in favor of the well-being of immigrants.  The President of Mexico, Felipe 
Calderón, will present the award in a special ceremony to take place in Mexico 
sometime in December, according to CNDH sources. 
 
This is the second recognition that Morones receives from the Mexican government this 

year. Last September, the Consul General of Mexico in San Diego, Remedios Gomez Arnau, gave Morones 
the “Ohtli Award”, one of the most important recognitions granted by Mexico´s Secretariat of Foreign Affairs to 
community leaders that help advance the living conditions of Mexicans Abroad. 
 
Morones was a member of a national advisory board to the Mexican government that was part of the Institute 
for Mexicans Abroad, agency charged with promoting programs to benefit the large Mexican population living 
in the United States and throughout the world. 

 
 

World’s Youth Will Meet in Mexico 
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Mexico City.-  In 2010, Mexico will celebrate the two hundredth anniversary of its 
independence and the hundredth anniversary of the Revolution that established 
the bases of modern Mexico. It will be a year of celebrations but also of reflection 
on the country’s past, present and future. Within this context, Mexico 
acknowledges its youth as one of its main creative and productive forces, whose 
ideals and aspirations underpin the consolidation of Mexico as a prosperous, fair, 
equitable and democratic nation. 

Five years before the deadline set by the international community to achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), Mexico is organizing the World Youth Conference 2010 (WYC 2010), to be held in Mexico City 
from August 24th to August 27th 2010, as a forum for discussion and reflection on the role of youth in 
achieving the MDGs and the new development agenda that will be set in 2015. 

The Conference will be a meeting point for representatives of governments and civil society organizations 
designed to identify priorities of action for youth to be dealt with on the international development agenda 
beyond the Millennium Goals. This forum will strengthen cooperation links between countries and stakeholders 
involved with youth policies. 

WYC 2010 will have two main pillars: the Government Forum and the Social Forum. All United Nations 
member states, nongovernmental organizations accredited to ECOSOC and representatives of international 
organizations will be invited to the Government Forum, meaning that approximately 1000 attendees are 
expected. The Government Forum will result in a Declaration with recommendations for governments on 
measures and policies to be taken regarding youth and development, aiming to 2015 and beyond. 
 
The Social Forum will be a space for the Worldwide Meeting of Civil Society Organizations and the Global 
Village. The NGOs Meeting, expected to be attended by representatives from 300 organizations, will produce a 
document of recommendations that will be submitted to the Government Forum for its consideration. 
 
The Global Village is the area where the various participants of WYC 2010 will meet, including representatives 
of governments, civil society, academic institutions, the media, public and private foundations and international 
organizations. It is a place that will be open to the public, where an information fair will be installed (with 
approximately 350 modules with national and international participants) as well as an area of exhibitions and 
special events (theater, cinema, music and others). Approximately 5,000 persons are expected to attend the 
Global Village. For more information, visit www.youth2010.org  


