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Presentation of Bill for Political Reform 
Press Release-Office of the Presidency 

Mexico City. - Last Tuesday, President Felipe Calderón 
submitted the Political Reform Bill, which includes other 
points: 

1. Free local legislatures and the Federal District Assembly in 
order to be able to establish the consecutive election, for a 
period of up to 12 years, of mayor and other members of town 
halls, as well as heads of delegaciones (boroughs). 

2.- Permit the consecutive election of federal and local legislators for periods of up to 12 years. 

3.- Reduce the number of Congress members. The 32 seats elected from a national list will be eliminated from 
the Senate, leaving 3 Senators per state, making a total of 96. The number of deputies in the Chamber of 
Deputies is to be reduced from 500 to 400. 

4. It is proposed that the number of votes that will entitle a political party to retain its registration be reduced 
from 2% to 4% in order to guarantee greater social representation of Political Parties. 

5. Incorporate the figure of Civic Initiative by expanding the political guarantees of citizens and authorizing the 
latter to submit bills to Congress. 

6. In order to expand citizens’ rights, it is proposed that independent candidacies be incorporated at the 
constitutional level for all popularly elected posts. 

7.- Adopt of system of election by absolute majority with a second round for the election of the President. A 
candidate who, in the first round, obtains half the votes cast, will be elected President. If no other candidate 
obtains an absolute majority, a second round will be implemented for the two that have obtained the highest 
number of votes.It is also proposed that the second round be carried out on the same date as the legislative 
election. 

8.- The Supreme Court of Justice (SCJ) acknowledges the authority to submit bills within the sphere of its 
competence. Thus, the SCJ would be able to improve the functioning of judicial power and the possibility of 
directly influencing constitutional means of control such as habeas corpus, constitutional controversies and 
unconstitutional actions. 

9. The President authorizes the submission at the beginning of each ordinary period of sessions of two priority 
bills that must be examined and voted on by Congress before the end of this period. In the event that Congress 
does not approve or vote on the bill, it will be regarded as having been passed. In the event that no decision 
has been made by Congress, the constitutional reform bills presented within this procedure will be submitted to 
a referendum so that citizens will be able to determine its possible approval. (more) 

 



Presentation of Bill for Political Reform… 

10.- Authorize the President to make partial or total observations on all the bills approved by Congress and the 
Federation's Expenditure Budget. 

The address was delivered in the Manuel Ávila Camacho Hall of the Official Los Pinos Residence at 8:30 a.m. 
President Calderón stressed that the Nation's aspirations must not be frustrated by the lack of agreements, 
hence the need for reforms of various areas including politics.  

 The aim of the proposals presented today is to empower citizens and strengthen democracy and for those to 
exercise power to be clearly subjected to the will of society. 

 

President Calderón Receives Globe Award for Interna tional Leadership on the 
Environment 
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Copenhagen, Denmark .- During the 15th United Conference on Climate Change 
in Copenhagen, Denmark, British Prime Minister Gordon Brown presented 
Mexican President Felipe Calderón with the Globe Award for International 
Leadership on the Environment. This prize is awarded by The Global Legislators’ 
Organization (Globe).  

 

 

 
THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT RECEIVES FIVE BELL-412 HELIC OPTERS AS PART OF THE MERIDA 

INITIATIVE 
  
Tuesday, December 15, 2009 | Press Release Secretariat of Foreign Affairs 
  

·  International cooperation is a fundamental part of Mexico’s domestic effort to combat transnational 
organized crime.�

  
·  Cooperation between Mexico and the United States on security issues is based on a respectful 

dialog, political will and, above all, friendship and mutual trust.�
  

Mexico City.-  The Foreign Ministry reports that today Mexico took delivery 
of five Bell-412 helicopters from the United States in the Defense Ministry’s 
hangar at the Mexico City International Airport. 
  
The helicopters are not armed and will be used by the Defense Ministry and 
operated exclusively by the Mexican Air Force to transport personnel and 
for air reconnaissance missions. 
  
This delivery is part of the Merida Initiative. It reflects the commitment of 
both countries to cooperate—based on mutual trust and shared responsibility—in combating organized crime. 
  
The helicopters were delivered by John Brennan, advisor to President Barack Obama on homeland security 
and counterterrorism. He was accompanied by the U.S. ambassador in Mexico, Carlos Pascual, and by 
General Victor E. Renuart, Commander of the U.S. Northern Command. Receiving the helicopters on behalf of 
Mexico were the Foreign and Defense Ministries’ Undersecretary for North America Julián Ventura and 
Division General DEM Humberto Alfonso Guillermo Aguilar, respectively.  

 



 
First Group of Baja Tourist Police Graduates 

 
  
San Diego.-  The first group of a new Metropolitan Police Force to help patrol 

Baja's tourist corridor from Tijuana to Ensenada graduated this morning at a 

ceremony held at the San Diego Police Department. On attendance were the 

Mayors of San Diego, Jerry Sanders; Tijuana, Jorge Ramos and Rosarito, 

Hugo Torres, as well as San Diego Police Chief, William Lansdowne; the 

U.S. Consul in Tijuana, Steven Kashkett and Consul General of Mexico in 

San Diego. Remedios Gómez Arnau. 

  

Mayor Sanders congratulated the 22 graduating officers and emphasized that the 

collaboration established to train the new police force is an example of the close 

relationship between San Diego and Baja California.  Mayors Ramos and Torres 

expressed their appreciation for the support provided by the San Diego Police 

Department and reiterated their commitment to continue working in programs to 

improve security along Baja´s  tourist corridor.  

 

Consul General Gomez Arnau stated that the new initiative sends three 

important messages: 1) the strong commitment by the administration of 

President Felipe Calderón to insure the safety of the people living in Mexico 

and tourists that visit the country, 2) the collaboration between San Diego and 

Baja California that sets an example to be followed by other regions in Mexico 

and the United States and 3) the traditional character of Mexico as a hospitable 

country is reaffirmed with this initiative. 

 

The duties of the Metropolitan Police Force, expected to be on duty by April 2010, will be to help other regional 

departments protect and assist the millions of visitors along northern Baja's popular 70-mile coastal tourist corridor.  

 

Those officers in turn will provide training to 30 fellow officers from each of the 

three Baja cities who will comprise the force. The San Diego Police 

Department also will provide ongoing monitoring and training.  The police 

force in San Diego, a popular tourist destination, has extensive experience in 

working with out-of-town visitors and is considered an expert.  The mutual 

cooperation agreement was formalized in a letter of intent signed in October 

at San Diego City Hall by San Diego Mayor Sanders and mayors of the three 

Baja California cities.  


