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Press Statement by President Calderon before his U.  S. counterpart,
Barack Obama

Ladies and gentlemen of the media:

| would like to welcome President Barack Obama and his staff
to Mexico.

This is a historic event that | am sure will usher in a new era
and a new relationship between our countries.

Today, at the meetings we have held, we have confirmed the
determination of both governments to consolidate the links
between Mexico and the United States.

We will undertake new projects in issues as important as
security, migration, competitiveness and global issues. Now, as never before, we have decided that the
fight against transnational organized crime must be based on cooperation, shared responsibility and
mutual trust.

Both governments acknowledge the fact that Mexico constitutes a good beginning for strengthening
cooperation in security but we must also go beyond this to free our societies from criminal activities that
affect the lives of millions of citizens.

We have agreed to shorten the times required to gain access to the resources authorized for this
initiative and to carry out other actions in the hands of our governments. For example, we can adopt
new measures to prevent illicit flows on our border, especially the flow of arms and cash. We must also
boost cooperation in information and intelligence to combat money laundering more effectively.

At the same time, we have agreed that in both
governments, we must create a purposeful debate on
migration, with a view to an eventual reform in the United
States, with full respect for the autonomous, sovereign
decisions of both Congresses.

Our governments will also contribute to making migration
a safe, orderly process that respects human rights.

As for energy and climate change, we have agreed to
work to guarantee a legal framework of certainty, equity
and transparency for the future use of trans-border gas
and petroleum resources.




And | have given President Obama specific proposals for climate change:

One. As regards creating a bilateral carbon bond market. | agree strongly with this proposal and the
proposals he has submitted to the US public opinion. The other concerns the characteristics and
modus operandi of the Fund against Climate Change Mexico is proposing, the Green Fund. | have
stressed that in addition to the carbon emissions goals, linked to the worldwide fight against climate
change, we must act and act quickly to design appropriate economic instruments to cope with this
problem. This is the Green Fund Proposal.

In a gesture of acknowledgment of this issue, we know
that President Obama's government has made a
considerable effort to contribute new arguments to the
discussion of this issue.

| also hail the possibility that Mexico will be able to
organize the 16th United Nations Conference on
Climate Change in 2010.

We have realized, ladies and gentlemen, that Mexico
and the United States do not have to compete with each
other and instead may use the complementary nature of
their economies to compete as partners with other

regions of the world.

We have the opportunity to make our region more competitive and to promote a swifter economic
recovery, and to this end, we will be working in three areas:

Firstly. In strengthening border infrastructure. | have also given President Obama a proposal to
facilitate the economic flows between our countries, improve the standard of living of the inhabitants on
the border zone and promote the development of our two nations, through specific infrastructure
projects on the border between the United States and Mexico.

Second. We believe it is essential to increase our cooperation in customs issues to achieve more
efficient trade.

And third. We have proposed to reinforce our cooperation in regulatory issues to reduce the non-tariff
requirements that hamper trade.

President Obama repeated that his government is
working to find agreements that will improve the

economic situation not only in the United States but REVD CANA
throughout the region and the world.

We confirmed our willingness to work to strengthen
democracy, the market and regional security.

Mexico hails President Obama's recent decision to
raise the restrictions on traveling to and sending 00
remittances to the United States and Cuba, which it
regards as very positive and constructive for

hemispheric relations, particularly within the region.

Lastly, I would like to say that President Obama's visit marks the start of a new stage in relations
between two friendly, neighboring nations who should also be partners and allies.

Thank you.




Meeting with Senator Eliot Engel and Group of US Co  ngressmen during
Fifth Summit of the Americas

P #$

Mexican President Felipe Calderén met this evening with US President of the Sub-Committee of the
Western Hemisphere and Foreign Affairs, Eliot Engel, who was accompanied by representatives Mary
Bono Mack, Connie Mack IV, Xavier Becerra, Donald M. Payne, Gregory W. Meeks, Yvette D. Clarke,
Dan Burton, Kevin Brady, Sander Levin, Donna Christensen, and Resident Commissioner of Puerto
Rico, Pedro Pierluisi.

During the meeting, they exchanged points of view
on issues of common interest in bilateral relations,
such as security, migration and trade, in order to
strengthen these through parliamentary diplomacy.

The Mexican president stressed the importance of
the US Congress in the consolidation of a new era in
Mexico-United States relations. In this respect, he
hailed the first steps taken by the US Legislative
Branch to provide solutions to common challenges,
such as the Merida Initiative.

He expressed his interest in reinforcing actions on
both sides of the border by promoting security legislation, in keeping with the situation faced by the two
countries.

President Calderdn repeated his respect for the US Congress and the laws of that country, while
considering it necessary to debate the implementation of specific actions that will help stem the arms
trafficking and the flow of illicit money into Mexico.

As for migratory issues, he stressed the importance of recognizing the role played by Mexican migrants
in US development and took part in an exchange of views on the discussion of a possible migratory
reform that will encourage legal, orderly and productive migration.

Lastly, it was agreed to maintain an open, respectful and purposeful dialogue to continue reinforcing
the new stage of Mexico-United relations.

Mexico’s Fact of the Month

Hilton to Open 60 New Hotels in Mexico

Mexico is a key location for Hilton’s expansion goals. With 19 properties in the country, the group will seek to add up to
60 new hotels within the next five years.“Expanding our global platform is a strategic priority for Hilton. We are focusing
on accelerating the growth of our international management and franchise business by securing strategic development
agreements and employing resources in international markets” stated Steve Goldman, President of the Global
Development & Real State for Hilton Hotels Corp.

“This is the most exciting time in the company’s history and there are tremendous opportunities which we are acting on
to accomplish our ambitious plans ” Goldman added. Hilton currently has 42 properties in the Caribbean and Latin
American development pipeline and has identified a number of strategic markets in gateway cities and resort
destinations for further growth of selected branches such as Hampton and Homewood Suites with presence in the cities
of Puebla, Monterrey, Guadalajara, Mexico City, Los Cabos and Cancun.

Source: Promexico Magazine November 2008




Calderdn has Done a Heroic Job against the Drug Smu  gglers: Obama
Thursday, April 16, 2009 | Press Release

El Universal | Mexico City

US President Barack Obama stated
that Mexico had acted very firmly
against drug trafficking and said that
Mexican President Felipe Calderén has
done "an excellent, heroic job" in
tackling "an extremely serious problem"
such as the drug cartels.

He added that Mexico and the United
States will be partners in a broad
strategy in the fight against drug
trafficking and said that his government will do everything possible to increase security, peace and
prosperity along the common border.

Obama dealt with key aspects of the bilateral relationship with Mexico in an interview with the CNN TV
Channel just before beginning an official visit to this country, from which he will travel to Trinidad and
Tobago on Friday to participate in the Summit of the Americas.

At the start of the interview, journalist Juan Carlos Lopez asked about the drug trafficking issue but
Obama said that firstly he wanted to highlight the importance of his visit to Mexico, because both
countries have enormous links, are neighbors and trading partners.

For this reason, "It was very important for me to send the message that we are going to continue our
alliance with Mexico to achieve common objectives, raise the income of our peoples, and increase
economic opportunities on either side of the border. He added that in the fight against drug trafficking,
his government will sign "as many additional resources (to those included in the Mérida initiative) as we
can in these efforts.

"He said that Wednesday’s announcement about including Mexican drug trafficking cartels in a "black
list" that will enable government to freeze its accounts and assets, deny visas to their relatives and
sanction Americans that conduct business with these criminals will enable the authorities to attack the
financial bases of these organizations far more forcefully and energetically.

Nevertheless, he said that this measure is only part of a broader strategy in which the United States
and Mexico will be partners.

He recalled that his government is placing more resources on the border with Mexico, such as
increased surveillance equipment and added that in addition to encouraging the confiscation of drugs,
the United States is helping to stem the flow of money and weapons into Mexican territory.

“It is a bilateral alliance and | want to be sure that people in Mexico understand that we will be doing all
we want on our part to promote more security, peace and prosperity in the region," he added.

He added that his government will promote a broad migratory reform, "not only because of the drug
issue but because of the human cost of this enormous flow of illegal immigrants," adding that this is an
issue that must be resolved.

“| propose a broad immigration reform. | have already spoken to the Hispanic group in Congress and
want to work with them to draw up an agenda that can advance through Congress," he said.




Little Italy’s beloved art festival returns on Ap#5 & 26, 2009 to mark significant milestone fomaal event.
Art enthusiasts, visitors and locals are inviteceigerience the region’s largest open-air gallengdaneet the
artists who create everything from photography paohting, to sculpture and music!

The 25" Annual Mission Federal ArtWalk Festival offers
attendees a special opportunity to meet hundreds of artists and
enjoy their original work by learning about their training, influences
and most importantly, their inspiration behind each piece. The
festival, which takes place in San Diego’s hip and historic Little Italy
district, is well-known for bringing together all facets of the arts while
promoting the opportunity for individuals to fall in love with and
purchase their own original pieces of art.

For the 25"
anniversary, the event
will highlight the
group “Artes de
Mexico ” recognizing
several artists from
throughout the
country of Mexico as

Maripose-Martin Télle: 2009 Featured
Artists. The

Consulado General de Mexico/Mexican Cultural
Institute, located in the Consulado building at India and Mar Bermejo—Julio Rodriguez
Cedar Streets, celebrates artistic excellence from
Mexican artists by bringing more than 25 artists from all over Mexico to ArtWalk. Some of the artists
participating are: Cecilia Garcia Amaro, Hugo Heredia Barrera, Vivian Carrasco, Hector Juarez,
Alenjandro Martinez-Pefia, Alejandra Phelts, Julio Rodriguez, Maria Evangelina Rodriguez, Jacqueline

— Shaw, David Silva, Martin Tellez, Gilberto Valadez and
Claudia Zamudio Mainou.

This free weekend event features more than 300 artists from
Southern California, Arizona and Mexico and includes some
of the finest painting, sculpture, glasswork, photography,
music and
dance.

Reciclaje-Héctor Juarez

When:  April 25" and 26™ 2009, 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm both
days
Where: Mission Federal ArtWalk 2009 will stretch from

Beech Street to Fir Street, filling more than 16 city blocks
with art. Information : www.missionfederalartwalk.org

Revolucién-David H. Silva




