PRESS OFFICE

SRE

WEEKLY BULLETIN

CONSULATE
GENERAL
OF MEXICO IN SAN DIEGOD

Consulate General of Mexico’s Weekly Bulletin Number 03/10 Janua ry 21st, 2010
Contact: Alberto Diaz, Press Attache Tel. 619-308- 9924 Web: http://www.consulmexsd.org E Mail: adiazg@sre.gob.mx

Five Billion Pesos for Petrochemicals in 2010

Veracruz, Mexico .- During the inauguration of the new
Mexichem Sulfur Extraction Plant, President Felipe Calderén said
that in 2010, his government will assign five billion pesos to
Pemex Petrochemical Factories, amount that represents over
four times what was invested at the start of this administration, in
order to modernize it.

“I repeat my invitation to the national petrochemical sector to
suggest the legal changes required to boost the national
petrochemical sector and | pledge to submit them as a bill to
Congress," he said. A propos of this, he said that in 2008, the

: reform of the national energy sector was approved, which was
promoted “despite the myths and taboos” surrounding it.

e

On tour of the state of Veracruz, in the municipality of Jaltipan de Morelos, the President declared that since
the Mexican economy has everything it needs to take up the path of growth, Federal Government will continue
with the necessary measures to attract investments to Mexico and thereby make it grow. Because this is our
priority this year: for Mexico to recover economically and to create the jobs we so need. And not only this, but
to ensure that this recovery is not only reflected in numbers but in Mexican families' purses and pockets," he
said.

Accompanied by Economy Secretary Gerardo Ruiz Mateos, as well as state governor Fidel Herrera, the
Mexican president hailed Mexichem's confidence in investing in Mexico. In this respect, he said that both
public and private investment is crucial to the country's development, since this creates jobs and economic
growth. “| also congratulate the Mexichem directors because despite everything, the adversity and gossip, they
trust in Mexico and have made a good business decision by investing in Mexico.

The confidence reflected by this vision to invest and invest in a place like this is proof that Mexico is heading in
the right direction and on the right track, so that by creating the conditions that will permit investment by this
and many other firms in the country, our economy will be able to recover and create the jobs we so need," he
said.

President Calder6n hailed the fact that Mexichem, a Mexican firm, is a leader in the chemical and
petrochemical industry in Latin America and is present in 15 countries in the region. He reported that this Sulfur
Plant reflects an investment of 600 million pesos and created 100 direct and over 400 indirect jobs.

He added that since investment will only come to Mexico if the conditions are in place to guarantee certainty
for firms, his government is focusing on ensuring that the law alone determines people’s rights. “Anyone
wishing to invest anywhere would demand security. And that is why we are working hard, with Federal
Government's determined commitment to achieve public safety in Veracruz and throughout Mexico," he said.




Mexico Has Put Authoritarianism and Censure Behind It: President
Calderén

Mexico City.- President Felipe Calderon declared that Mexico
has left behind authoritarianism, oppression and censure and that
we have become a democratic nation, in which freedoms are
unrestrictedly exercised.

“There is freedom to think, criticize and dissent. Freedom to
organize to fight for ideas and for or against rulers. We have a
system of checks and balances that controls the exercise of public
power and is the most effective antidote to the arbitrary decisions
that have caused the country so much harm over the years,” he
said.

At the National Museum of Anthropology and History, during his inauguration of the Let's Discuss Mexico
Program, during the Independence Bicentennial and Revolution Centenary festivities, the President underlined
the fact that nowadays, problems and conflicts are solved in accordance with democratic rules as a result of
which his government will continue with the substantial changes required by the country. Federal Government
has proposed and will continue proposing substantial changes that seek to destroy the logic of the possible
and offer responsible, viable and above all, lasting solutions to Mexico's structural problems,” he added.

A propos of this, the Mexican president stressed that these changes, which are being carried out in key areas
of the economy and institutions, will make it possible to remove the obstacles that prevent Mexicans from
achieving Mexico's full development potential. They are political changes that give citizens more power while
making politicians accountable. The aim is to put Mexico on the route to effective democracy rather than just
effective suffrage. As | said on September 2, it is time to make thoroughgoing changes, not only through small,
adaptable steps tolerated by people's understandable resistance, but to make the reforms and transformations
that Mexico needs to overcome resistance and assume risks," he explained.

Accompanied by his wife, Margarita Zavala, President Calderon declared that we must continue to fight to turn
Mexico into a country of laws and freedoms and preserve it from those that threaten it from outside the law.
voking the leaders of the Revolution, he said that dreamt of a fairer nation and that it is up to Mexicans today to
redouble their efforts to eradicate extreme poverty, marginalization and inequality, burdens that limit the
development of millions of people.

“These ideals that marked the Independence and Revolution movements: the ideals of equality, development,
democracy, and of the men and women of 1810 and 1910 should encourage us in 2010 to implement the
profound changes required by the country,” he said. he President declared that the Let's Discuss Mexico
Program is a discussion program that will compare ideas on the country's past, present and future and enrich
the democratic debate. V and radio broadcasting, scheduled to begin on January 25, will consist of 150
programs in which 500 specialists will participate. Only a few times in history has our country organized a
public forum and rarely, perhaps never has it organized one with so many voices, historians, humanists,
scientists, artists and writers to discuss and analyze our history, culture and identity," he said.

President Calderdn urged society to reflect profoundly on our country’s social, economic and political reality
and to make 2010 an unforgettable year for future generations. Mexico today needs a frank, open debate, with
mature, profound, pluralistic reflection, on what we have been, what we are and what we can and want to be.
Mexico deserves to evaluate the reasons and works that will make us feel deeply proud of being Mexican,” he
said.




Mexico to Donate 8 Million Dollars to Haiti

Mexico City. During a visit to the National Mexican Red Cross
Collection Center, President Felipe Calderén announced that
Mexico will make a special donation to Haiti of eight million
dollars, which will be channeled through the United Nations
Organization.

“In addition, Mexicans are donating eight million dollars, over
and above what you are doing, which is very valuable, and
means far more and is more generous,” he said.

Accompanied by his wife, Margarita Zavala, the President
closed the doors of a trailer containing donations that will be sent to the Caribbean island.

He also urged society to continue with its donations, particularly medicine, dressing materials and personal
hygiene items.

Sedesol Launches Operation to Support Haitian Peopl e

Friday, January 15, 2010 | Social Development Secretariat

Mexico City.- On the instructions of Mexican President Felipe
Calderdn, Social Development (Sedesol) Secretary Heriberto
Félix Guerra announced the food collection and information
campaign launched by this department and its sector areas as
from today.

Sedesol’'s central offices in the Federal District, the country’s
delegations, Diconsa stores and Liconsa delegations are
being used as collection centers so that citizens can make
their contributions to those affected by the earthquake in Haiti.

Social Development Secretary, Heriberto Félix Guerra urged the population to show the support that
characterizes the Mexican population and to contribute by donating water and easy-to-open canned goods with
expiry dates of six months or over, rather than food in glass containers.

“As the President has said, in response to this disaster that has affected our brothers in Haiti, let us heed the
President’s call to collaborate with this country that needs our help so badly.

He added, “We know that this is a time when human losses have produced grief that is difficult to overcome.
That is why we must all heed President Felipe Calderdn's call to less this pain and the best way to do this is to
do our bit by donating food and water."

The Social Development Secretariat also launched an information campaign through its various networks to
urge the population to join this cause. | addition, Secretary Félix Guerra asked Sedesol workers to personally
respond to this call voluntarily.




THE FOREIGN MINISTRY PROVIDES CONSULAR ASSISTANCE T O THE
MEXICANS SHIPWRECKED OFF THE SAN DIEGO COAST

Mexico City.- The Foreign Ministry continues to assist the
undocumented Mexican immigrants who were shipwrecked when
their 30-foot boat capsized on Saturday, January 16th near the
Torrey Pines State Beach in San Diego County, California.

TORREY PINES
T oe——
STATE RESERVE

Fourteen people were rescued alive, 13 Mexicans and one
Guatemalan. Three of the 14 required immediate hospitalization.
One of the three, a Mexican man, died and a Guatemalan woman
is in critical condition. Another man is out of danger and the
Mexican consulate in San Diego has helped him contact his family.

The other 11 individuals who were rescued are unharmed and are currently in an Immigration Detention Center
while the investigation continues. Those who confirm their Mexican nationality will be repatriated at the San
Isidro-Tijuana border crossing point.

According to reports of the shipwrecked individuals themselves, nine more
migrants are missing. All of them are assumed to be Mexicans.

On early Saturday morning, U.S. officials began a search and rescue operation.
The Mexican Consul General in San Diego, Remedios Gémez Arnau, was in
constant contact with the members of the Coast Guard in charge of investigating
the incident, who told him that in accordance with the protocols followed in cases
such as these, the search for additional survivors was suspended at about 1:30
p.m. on Sunday. However, it is possible that some of them made it to shore.

Since becoming aware of the incident, the Mexican consulate in San Diego has
taken a series of steps to provide consular protection and support. Consular
personnel have made every effort to identify the victims and notify their families.

In addition, those being held in the Detention Center have been interviewed in order to give them broad
consular assistance, including providing them with clothes, contacting their families in Mexico and, if
applicable, in the United States.

At the same time, the Consulate has maintained contact with US authorities in order to receive information
about the condition of the rescued Mexicans and the state of the investigation.

Regarding the deceased individual, the consulate contacted his family in Jalisco and will help with the process
of repatriating his remains to Mexico. Most of the Mexicans involved in the incident come from Michoacan,

Oaxaca and Jalisco.

The Foreign Ministry will keep the public informed of this regrettable event.




Consular Activities

Medical and Health Tourism Certification

San Diego.- The Consul General of Mexico in San Diego, Remedios
Gdbmez Arnau, participated in the opening ceremony of the first Medical
and Health Tourism certification program, which will be offered by The
University of Baja California (UABC). The program will be financed by
the Economic Development Council in Tijuana (CDT) and the Medical
Tourism Association in Tijuana. This certification forms professionals to
promote and stimulate this economic activity in the state of Baja
California, primarily in the cities of Tijuana and Rosarito.

Baja California’s Under Secretary of Tourism said that the revenues

that this activity represents to the state, topple over 500 million dollars

per year. “The federal government will recognize the results of the study, elaborated by the Secretary of
Tourism, on the opportunities that Mexico has with the Medical and Health Tourism sector,” noted the official.

Governor Osuna Millan hosts the 58th Anniversary of Baja California

Mexicali.- The Governor of Baja California, Jose Guadalupe
Osuna Millan, hosted the official ceremony of Baja California’s
58th Anniversary, celebrating the historic 1952 when the Northern
Territory became Free and Sovereign.

Baja California was restructured into the Baja California Norte
(North) and Baja California Sur (South) territories in 1952. The
central Mexican government appointed governors in Baja
California Norte and Baja California Sur, solidifying the division of
the peninsula into two different provinces.

In 1952, Baja California became Mexico's 29th state, while
Baja California Sur remained a territory. Braulio Maldonado
Sandez, a member of the Institutional Revolutionary Party
(PRI), became the first state governor under the new
constitution.




MEXICO WILL CELEBRATE IN 2010 BOTH THE BICENTENNIA L OF ITS INDEPENDENCE
AND THE CENTENNIAL OF ITS REVOLUTION WITH AN UNPRECEDENTED PROGRAM OF
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY

San Diego .- Various cultural and artistic ex pressions of Mexico will be featured in
museums and forums all throughout San Diego County in 2010, celebrating Mexico’s
Bicentennial of its Independence and the Centennial of the Mexican Revolution.

The unprecedented program of cultural activities, coordinated by the General Consulate of Mexico in San
Diego, will be presented at a press conference that will take place at the Mexican Consulate (1549 India Street,
San Diego, 92101) on Tuesday, January 26" at 11AM.

The press conference will be hosted by Consul General Remedios Gomez Arnau. In attendance will be several
Museum Directors that are collaborating in the Mexico Bicentennial program of events, including:

Hugh Davies, Director of the Contemporary Art Museum
Rob Sidner, Director of the Mingei International Museum
John Wilson, Director of the Timken Museum.

Amy Galpin, Latin-American Arts Curator for the San
Diego Museum of Art

Amber Lucero-Criswell, Education and Public Programs
Director for the Museum of Photographic Arts

On hand also there will be a representative of the Tijuana Cultural Center (CECUT) one of the institutions
lending exhibits for the celebration of the Bicentennial and the Centennial. The CECUT contribution represents
one of the largest art exhibits brought from Tijuana to the San Diego area.

“The Bicentennial Celebration of our Independence and Centennial Celebration of our Revolution presents an
ideal opportunity to share with local communities of San Diego the rich history and diverse culture that Mexico
has to offer,” stated Consul General Remedios Gomez Arnau. “We are proud of the fact that in all the important
museums in San Diego, Mexico will have a prominent presence this year, thanks to the collaboration of the
participating entities”, added Consul Gomez Arnau.

The program will include a series of Mexican Films, the renowned Historical exhibition “Viva Mexico! Héroes y
Artesanos” (provided by the Tijuana Cultural Center), photographic exhibitions, conferences, dance festivals,
music and activities for the whole family. The Consulate will also promote the presentation of the world-
renowned Mexican Folkloric Ballet of Amalia Hernandez, which will perform at the San Diego Symphony Hall.




Mexico in the Face of Protectionism

Mexico is at the forefront of “new generation” trad e agreements: wide-ranging
agreements that include headings such as trade in s  ervices, investments and
intellectual property. The country’'s bet for free t rade among nations versus
protectionism, offers a wide array of options and o pportunities for investment and
business in a particularly adverse international co ntext.

It seems a cliché to assume that when there is an economic crisis, countries opt for

protectionism. The reason? Restricting the entry of goods and services from abroad

presumably helps to stimulate domestic consumption and protect employment.
Nevertheless, in an international setting such as the current one, it is not so simple to opt for protectionism
when a global recession takes place. Many inputs for production are obtained from different localities and they
are manufactured in the place that offers the best conditions regarding productivity and competitiveness. The
planet is home to a genuine global factory. Thus, numerous countries are involved in economic processes.
Economic crises are an opportunity to reformulate countries’ economic, trade and industrial policies, in order to
adapt them to new needs and realities.

In the 1980s, Mexico modified its economic policy and adopted new measures in relation to foreign investment
and foreign trade, which led to a reduction in dependence on hydrocarbon exports, giving greater space to the
manufacturing sector. Mexico opened up and integrated into the global economy.

As part of the international economic dynamics, many of the decisions that Mexico makes today in economic
matters are closely linked to what the world’s major economies do or cease to do. For example: for a long time
it has been insisted that developing countries should add value to the products they manufacture, since that
will give them better opportunities in the international economy. Mexico and a large part of the Latin American
nations have done so. However, every time goods with greater value added are produced, many developed
nations apply progressive tariffs because, although it sounds redundant, the products they acquire now have
value added. In addition to exporting world-class coffee, Mexico also exports coffee makers. However, since
the coffee makers are a more elaborate product, they are quoted on international markets in terms of their
added features. In this situation there is the risk of discouraging innovation and reducing the trade
diversification of the emerging economies, which, as has been seen, are important engines of the global
economy.

In spite of this, Mexico maintains an open economy, due largely to the fact that it has economic and trade
agreements with 44 countries in three continents, by means of which Mexico provides its counterparts with
privileged access to its domestic market and at the same time assures similar conditions for itself in its
partners’ markets.

With the existence of this large amount of agreements —at world level, Mexico is one of the nations that has the
greatest quantity of “new generation” trade agreements, that is, wide-ranging agreements that include
headings such as trade in services, investments and intellectual property, among others— the country has
become dependable for business and investment, since it has strict standards of openness and certainty, as
well as effective dispute-settlement mechanisms.




