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Zapoteco Sets Sail with 214 Tons More Aid for Haiti  
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Acapulco, Guerrero.- President Felipe Calderón Hinojosa stressed the aid 
Mexicans have sent Haiti, adding that this is a record figure totaling 15,000 tons, 
three times more than the amount sent in the wake of the floods in Tabasco.  

“Through the departure of this new boat carrying humanitarian aid to Haiti, 
Mexicans confirm their commitment to the victims of the January 12th 
earthquake. We would like to send our deepest expression of solidarity from the 
Mexican people to the Haitian people and their government represented here,” 

he said. 

In this respect, he said that the Zapoteco will set sail today with another 214 tons of aid and added that 
yesterday, Tarasco departed from the Port of Veracruz with over 800 tons of assistance, and that Usumacinta 
will also leave from the Port of Manzanillo with over 1,500 tons. 

Accompanied by his wife, Margarita Zavala, the President said that Mexico has demonstrated its unconditional 
support of Haitians through actions. In the port of Acapulco, Guerrero, he said that the catastrophe 
experienced by Haiti has raised everyone’s awareness, adding that Mexico is obliged to help that nation since 
it is the Latin American country with the greatest economic capacity and the greatest experience in disasters of 
this nature.  

“We have the logistic capacity and the geographical location to be able to send this aid from Mexico, which 
several other countries that also want to help are unable to do," he said. 

During the event, the President highlighted the work carried out by the Mexican armed forces who have 
performed their missions with honor, dedication and patriotism. He said that Haiti’s recovery will take time and 
stressed that Mexico will continue with its solidarity and support during the recovery and reconstruction stage 
that is already underway in that country.  

“Haiti continues to need all nations' support to be able to pull through. I know that as Mexicans, we will 
continue to use actions to demonstrate our solidarity with our sister nation," he said. 

President Calderón added that assistance will now be paid through cash donations through the Foreign Affairs 
Secretariat via HSBC Account No. 4044549111, the Mexican Red Cross, Banamex Account No. 0404040406 
at Branch no. 683 and Fomento Social Banamex at Account No. 112 at Branch no. 100.  

He said that the work of locating and helping Mexicans in Haiti continues. “I share the anguish and concern of 
Mexican families who still do not know where their loved ones on the island are. I know that there is nothing 
more worrying for families than not to know where a child, sibling, spouse or parent is.  

The Foreign Affairs Secretariat has therefore redoubled its efforts at location and we will not rest until we find 
or have news of them," he explained. 



President Calderón Attends Informal Meeting of Worl d Leaders at Davos 
Economic Forum 
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DAVOS, SWITZERLAND.-  The Presidency reports that as part of his activities 
at the World Economic Forum, President Felipe Calderón participated in the 
Informal Meeting of World Leaders on the following topic: Global Redesign. 
Priorities for Strengthening the International System. 

During the meeting, the President expressed the need to reform the 
international system to ensure that it meets the needs of our countries, not only 
in terms of well-being and development, but also as regards peace, security and 

cooperation for the benefit of everyone, particularly within the environmental sphere. 

He declared that the recent economic and financial crisis has taught us about the urgent need to establish the 
basis for a fairer, healthier global economy, for which international financial institutions should be reformed, in 
order to reflect the current economic situation and be better equipped to cope with global crises. In addition, he 
noted that we need stronger multilateral institutions, adding that it is essential to combine efforts to ensure that 
the United Nations Organization has sufficient capacity and will be more efficient. For example, as host for the 
next United Nations Meeting on Climate Change (COP16), he declared that Mexico will attempt to strengthen 
this organization’s role in securing a new climate regime. 

Regarding the role of G20, the President declared that this group of countries has emerged as an innovative 
means of promoting global efforts focused on responding assertively and immediately to the current economic 
and financial crisis. He said that G20’s current challenge is to begin a process of transforming its working 
methods. Lastly, former President Ernesto Zedillo, who was responsible for designing an introduction to deal 
with various aspects of the current functioning of the international system, hailed President Felipe Calderón’s 
determination to transform Mexico. 

 
The Foreign Ministry Provides Consular Assistance t o the Mexicans Affected by 

the Rains in Machu Picchu, Peru 
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Mexico City.-  The Foreign Ministry, through the Mexican embassy in Peru, has made every 
effort to identify the Mexican citizens who were stranded as a result of the intense rains that 
affected the Machu Picchu/Aguas Calientes region and to coordinate rescue efforts with 
Peruvian officials. The area surrounding Machu Picchu and Aguas Calientes was cut off due to 
mudslides caused by the strong rain, and the highways and the train tracks going into that area 
were blocked. When the mudslides occurred, there were approximately 2,000 tourists of 
various nationalities in the region. 
  
At this time, a preliminary count indicates that 34 Mexicans were visiting Machu Picchu. Twenty have been 
evacuated in helicopters to Cuzco and met there by Mexican embassy personnel and the head of the consular 
section there. The embassy has asked Peruvian officials to quickly evacuate the 14 Mexican citizens who 
remain in Aguas Calientes. The evacuation is being carried out by Peruvian officials, who have asked that no 
private flights be used in order to guarantee the coordination and safety of the rescue operations. 
  
The Mexican embassy has stationed personnel at the Lima airport in order to identify the Mexican citizens 
arriving from Cuzco. It reports that it has been in contact with several of the stranded Mexicans. At the same 
time, the Foreign Ministry has been in contact with the families of the Mexicans affected by the rains. The 
Mexican government thanks the Peruvian government and the local population for their efforts to help the 
tourists stranded in the area, and expresses its sympathy for the situation. It also reiterates its desire to take 
whatever steps it can so that our citizens are completely evacuated. The Peruvian officials have told the media 
that the evacuation of all of the tourists could be completed in three days.  



Reform to Benefit Citizens and their Rights: Presid ent Felipe Calderón 
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Puebla, Puebla.-  President Felipe Calderón declared that the Political 
Reform being promoted by his government empowers citizens, since it will 
enable them to have a say in the debate on national issues. 

 

  
“It is time to expand the political rights of Mexicans, particularly those that 
repeatedly express their dissatisfaction with the way democracy works in this 
country," he said. 

 

  
At the start of the Plenary Meeting of National Action Party Delegates, the President declared that this initiative 
will face many obstacles, myths, prejudices and interests that will have to be overcome to ensure that the 
Reform is carried out. 

 

“No-one belonging to a political party can say that his reasons are more important than citizens' demands to 
make democracy not only an electoral system and effective suffrage but a system that responds to society’s 
concerns and needs, in other words, effective democracy. We must shift from effective suffrage to effective 
democracy,” he said. 

 

  
In this respect, he said that politicians cannot ignore citizens’ wishes or their demands and suggestions. He 
therefore called for a debate to be held and to create a current of opinion that will promote the changes 
required by the country. 

 

“And I am fully aware that if this debate is carried out properly, it will enrich the country. And I am also aware 
that many people will oppose it, for many reasons. But those that encourage party machinery over citizens will 
undoubtedly continue to opt for a closed political system under their control," he said. 

 

Accompanied by César Nava Vázquez, President of the PAN's CEN, and Josefina Vázquez Mota, coordinator 
of the PAN delegates, the Mexican president urged them to promote and defend this reform, in order to 
facilitate the construction of agreements to enable Mexico to overcome the immobility and irresponsibility of 
political actors and set off on the route to development. 

 

  
President Calderón listed the ten points proposed by the reform to create a new relationship between society 
and its authorities and between the three branches of government and the various orders of government and to 
help the Mexican democratic system open the doors to citizens' public decisions. 

 

  
“Whoever thinks that citizens are incapable of distinguishing between what is good for them and what is not 
are starting out from a false premise. This effort at transformation should be led by citizens,” he explained. 

 



HSBC Informs President Calderón of $700 Billion Dol lar Investment 
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Mexico City.-  Earlier today, Mexican President Felipe Calderón received the main directors 
of HSBC Bank in Mexico at the official Los Pinos residence. 

 

During the meeting, Luis Peña Kegel, President of HSBC Mexico, informed the President of 
the decision to increase HSBC Mexico’s capital by $700 million dollars, an increase of 
approximately 30% in the bank's net assets. 

 

This is a sign of HSBC’s confidence in the evolution of the Mexican economy and the optimism about the 
perspectives for its business in Mexico. This important flow of foreign investment helps strengthen HSBC’s 
position in Mexico, with a capitalization index of approximately 16.75 and will significantly contribute to 
financing the development of our economic activity. This additional capital will make it possible to strengthen 
the network of HSBC Bank branches and provide new credits for small and medium firms in Mexico. President 
Felipe Calderón was accompanied by Secretary of Finance and Public Credit, Ernesto Cordero Arroyo. 

 

 

THE EXHIBIT “TEOTIHUACÁN: CITY OF GODS” CLOSES WITH  RECORD 
ATTENDANCE 
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Mexico City.-  The embassy of Mexico in France reports that the exposition entitled 
“Teotihuacán: City of Gods” that was shown in the Quai Branly museum in Paris 
closed on January 24th. According to data provided by the event organizers, 235,723 
people saw the exhibit in the 99 days it was open, which is a daily average of 2,381 
visitors. 
  
It is important to stress that since the Quai Branly museum was inaugurated in June 

2006, this is the highest attendance achieved by a temporary exposition there. Due to the success of the 
exhibit, for the first time on record the museum directors organized six nightly viewings during the last two 
weekends of the exposition. On those nights, the museum was open until midnight.  
���

The French public responded positively to the exhibit, in which 450 pieces were exhibited for the first time in 
Europe: 95% from public collections and five percent from private collections. The visitors could admire the 
treasures from this ancient Mexican city that was founded in the first century B.C. and was culturally and 
artistically important until the 7th century A.D. The public’s interest focused on the period during which 
Teotihuacán was home to the Aztec civilization, whose inhabitants, impressed by its beauty, called it “the place 
where gods were born.”  
 
Many of the pieces included in the exhibition are recent discoveries made by researchers from the National 
Institute of Anthropology and History that have increased our knowledge of the city and its role in the 
Mesoamerican world. The objects exhibited, which included sculptures, murals, ritual masks, statues and 
jewels, give testimony to the artistic expression of this great city that still has many mysteries to reveal. 
  
The exhibit “Teotihuacán: City of Gods” was conceived by the National Council for Culture and the Arts and the 
National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH), with the support of the Televisa Foundation. It was co-
produced by the Quai Branly Museum, the Reitbert Museum of Zurich and the Martin Gropius Bau of 
Berlin.The exhibit was put together in homage to Felipe Solis, the well-known Mexican anthropologist who 
conceived of the exhibit and was the director of Mexico’s Museum of Anthropology until his death in April 2009.  
 
Also, the exhibit will travel to other European cities and will be presented in the Rietberg Museum in Zurich 
from February 21-May 30, 2010 and the Martin Gropius Bau of Berlin from July 1 to October 10, 2010. 
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Consular Events 
 
 

 MEXICO WILL CELEBRATE IN 2010 BOTH THE BICENTENNIAL  OF ITS INDEPENDENCE AND 
THE CENTENNIAL OF ITS REVOLUTION WITH AN UNPRECEDEN TED PROGRAM OF 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
 

 

San Diego.-  Various cultural and artistic expressions of Mexico will be 
featured in museums and forums all throughout San Diego County in 
2010, celebrating Mexico’s Bicentennial of its Independence and the 
Centennial of the Mexican Revolution.  The program of activities for the 
first six months of this year was presented at a press conference held this 
week at the Mexican Consulate. 
 
Consul General Remedios Gómez Arnau and the Museum Directors that 
are collaborating in the Mexico Bicentennial program of events stressed 
the importance of highlighting different manifestations of Mexico´s culture 

in San Diego County. In attendance were: 
 
·  Hugh Davies, Director of the Contemporary Art Museum 
·  Rob Sidner, Director of the Mingei International Museum 
·  John Wilson, Director of the Timken Museum.  
·  Amy Galpin, Latin-American Arts Curator for the San Diego Museum 

of Art 
·  Amber Lucero-Criswell, Education and Public Programs Director for 

the Museum of Photographic Arts.  
·  Claudia Basurto, Deputy Director for Public Relations of the Tijuana 

Cultural Center (CECUT).  
 
The Tijuana Cultural Center (CECUT) is one of the institutions lending exhibits for the celebration of the 
Bicentennial and the Centennial.  The CECUT contribution represents one of the largest art exhibits brought 
from Tijuana to the San Diego area.  
 
 
“The Bicentennial Celebration of our Independence and Centennial Celebration of our Revolution presents an 
ideal opportunity to share with local communities of San Diego the rich history and diverse culture that Mexico 
has to offer,” stated Consul General Remedios Gómez Arnau. “We are proud of the fact that in all the important 
museums in San Diego, Mexico will have a prominent presence this year, thanks to the collaboration of the 
participating entities”, added Consul Gomez Arnau.   
 

    
The program includes a series of Mexican Films, the renowned Historical 
exhibition “Viva Mexico! Héroes y Artesanos” (provided by the Tijuana 
Cultural Center), photographic exhibitions, conferences, dance festivals, 
music and activities for the whole family.  The Consulate will also be 
promoting the presentation of the world-renowned Mexican Folkloric Ballet 
of Amalia Hernández, which will perform at the San Diego Symphony Hall. 
 
 
For more information on the cultural activities program, please call (619) 
308-9950 or visit the following website: www.consulmexsd.org 

For information on Mexico´s Bicentennial, please visit the oficial web site: www.bicentenario.gob.mx/english/ 
 

Please see attached Cultural Activities Program  


